
by KIM BONVISSUTO

Hun Piazza’s fourth-
grade students 
learned the ins 

and outs of the immigra-

tion experience through a 
recent Ellis Island Immigra-
tion Simulation Project.

With the help of Honors 
American History students 
from Westlake High School, 

Holly Lane Elementary 
School was turned into Ellis 
Island, with students adopt-
ing the life of an Irish, Ital-
ian, Polish, Chinese, Rus-
sian or Syrian immigrant. 

Students assumed the life 
of a specific ethnic family to 
learn about their life, family 
and issues that prompted 
them to leave their country.

The project focuses 
on the fourth-grade Inter-
national Baccalaureate 
Planner: Where We are in 
Place and Time – an inquiry 
into orientation in place 
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More than 50 students from Westlake 
and Bay Village recently received awards 
for their art and creative writing entries 
in regional competitions. Pictured above 
is Westlake High student Kira Mudryk’s 
artwork. See coverage on page 12.

 » See HOLLY LANE page 4

 » See HONORED page 3

Striking creativity 
wins awards

Mark your calendar for Saturday, April 
29. This is one party you won’t want 
to miss.

“Back to Bay’s Future” will be a 1960s-themed 
party to raise money for Bay Village’s historic dis-
trict, specifically much-needed renovations to the 

Community House.
The event will take place at Lakewood Coun-

try Club in Westlake, starting at 6 p.m. Tickets are 
$100 each and registration forms are available at 
City Hall.

For more information call 216-386-5997. 

Benefit to aid Bay Village historic district

Holly Lane students simulate 
immigration experience

Holly Lane students acting as immigrants wait in line for their turn to speak with immigration officials, 
played by Westlake High students.

Evelyn Allen honored as Bay 
Village’s Citizen of the Year        
Bay Village Community Council selects the 
Play in Bay renovation for Project of the Year
by TARA WENDELL

When a community 
project needs an 
organizer, Bay 

Village civic groups have 
known for years where to 
turn. Whether it’s a club 
fundraiser, a church com-
mittee or one of the biggest 
celebrations in the city’s 

history, Evelyn Allen is the 
volunteer for the job. Her 
involvement in the Bay Vil-
lage Historical Society, the 
Bay Village Bicentennial 
Committee, St. Raphael’s 
Parish and The Bay Village 
Foundation were among 
just some of the reasons 
the Bay Village Community 
Council chose to honor 

Evelyn as its 2017 Citizen 
of the Year.

Evelyn has been a 
member of the historical 
society for 38 of her 40 years 
as a resident of Bay Village, 
volunteering in the gift 
shop and as a guide at Rose 
Hill Museum. She also co-
chaired the elegant “Victo-
rian Tea” events for years and 

organized a very successful 
“Downton Abbey” fundraiser 
in November 2015.

Evelyn Allen has been 
selected as the 2017 Bay 
Village Citizen of the Year.
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by JENNIFER HARTZELL

Part two in a series about how Ohio sourc-
es its energy for electricity.

In Ohio, 23 percent of energy for elec-
tricity comes from natural gas. Natu-
ral gas is non-renewable fossil fuel 

used as a source of energy for heating, 
cooking and electricity generation. It is 
a product of the remains of plants and 
animals that were alive millions of years 
ago, thus the reason it is considered a 
“fossil” fuel. After these plants and ani-
mals died, they decayed into thick layers 
mixed with sand and silt. These layers are 
buried under layers of silt, sand and rock. 
Pressure and heat changed some of the 
remains to coal, some into oil, and some 
into natural gas.

Most of the gas used as energy in 
the United States is drawn from wells or 
extracted in conjunction with crude oil 
production. Other gas that is trapped in 
shale requires hydraulic fracturing, also 
known as “fracking,” a relatively newer gas 
extraction technology. Energy companies 
drill to reach natural gas trapped far below 
the earth’s surface. Rock must be broken 
in order to reach it. Fracking produces 
cracks in the rock that then releases the 

flow of natural gas. These wells are drilled 
vertically hundreds or thousands of feet 
below the surface of the earth. Addition-
ally, horizontal sections extending thou-
sands of feet may also be included in the 
wells. To fracture the rock, large quanti-
ties of fluids at high pressure are pumped 
down the well. This fluid consists of water, 
proppant (solid material such as sand or 
man-made ceramic), and chemicals that 
produce fractures in the shale. The gas 
rises to the top of the well, and is captured.

Burning natural gas for energy 
produces fewer byproducts than coal 
or petroleum. The emission of carbon 
dioxide is about half of the rate of coal, 
so fewer greenhouse gases are released. 
Almost all natural gas used in the United 
States is produced in the United States, 
reducing the need for imports. Consump-
tion of natural gas in the United States 
is expected to rise 25 percent over the 
next 25 years. One of the reasons for the 
increase is the wider use of hydraulic frac-
turing, which makes it possible to reach 
the natural gas trapped in shale.

The great increase in the use of 
hydraulic fracturing does not come 
without environmental issues. After the 
gas is released and contained during the 
fracking process, wastewater is left over 
as a byproduct. This wastewater has been 
shown to contain toxic chemicals such 
as barium, chromium, copper, mercury, 
arsenic and antimony, and may also be 
potentially radioactive. Currently, this 
wastewater is not regulated by any fed-
eral agency. This leaves the tracking and 
handling of the waste up to states.

One method for disposing of the 
wastewater is to inject it back into the 

ground, using injection wells. The Center 
for Public Integrity has found that states 
are struggling to keep pace with the waste 
stream, and rely on the fracking industry 
to self-report and self-regulate. Pennsyl-
vania has increasingly restricted the dis-
posal of drilling waste, while Ohio has not 
formalized any fracking waste rules yet. 
As a result, Ohio’s injection well disposal 
industry has grown. Wastewater from 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia is taken 
to Ohio for disposal. In 2015, Ohio took 
in nearly 29 million barrels of fracking 
wastewater. Thirteen million came from 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia.

There is a lot of concern that the 
toxic, potentially radioactive, wastewater 
can contaminate groundwater after being 
forced underground. Another concern is 
a rise in earthquakes from wastewater 
underground disposal. In March 2014, the 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
ordered an energy company in Mahoning 
County to halt all fracking operations due 
to four earthquakes in the area. The area 
had no history of earthquakes. Ohio has 
more than 200 active injection wells for 
oil and gas waste. Pennsylvania has seven 
injection wells.

In conclusion, while the burning of 
natural gas does not produce the green-
house gas emissions that burning coal 
does, there are a lot of environmental 
concerns that need to be addressed in 
regards to the waste that hydraulic frac-
turing produces, and how to dispose 
of that waste. I hope you have a better 
understanding of the use of natural gas 
as energy – I know I do! Stay tuned for 
my next column on nuclear power as an 
energy source in Ohio. 
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Natural gas

THE GREEN REPORT

by JEFF BING

I made a surprising discovery recently, 
quite by accident. With my son – who 
lives out of state – turning 40 next 

year, I wanted to do something special 
to celebrate the big 4-0, and I also wanted 
it to be a gift he might want to hold onto 
and (hopefully) treasure for many years 
to come. 

Jason became a father recently, but 
it wasn’t without some scary moments. 
I will spare the details of my grandson’s 
birth out of deference to his family’s pri-
vacy and the space limitations for this 
column. The important thing is that my 
grandson is now 5 months old and get-
ting stronger every day – the little dude 
is a fighter – and appears to have left the 
worst behind him. 

After trying to recall things my son 
and I did together when he was a boy, it 
dawned on me that there was one thing 
he really enjoyed as a kid: collecting base-
ball cards. I’m pretty sure he also dabbled 

some in the other major sports too, but 
baseball cards were the runaway first 
choice. We spent a lot of time going to 
baseball card shows, card shops, and the 
like in our never-ending pursuit of what-
ever the “hot” card at the time was. We 
had a blast chasing those mutual goals 
together, which I will always treasure. 

Make no mistake, I was an eager par-
ticipant in this card collecting “frenzy” 
since it transported me back to pleasant 
memories from my own childhood, and 
the memories of collecting baseball cards 
along with my brother. Had I held onto 
them, I probably would have had a pretty 
nice collection, but as I remember, in my 
teens I sold the cards to my brother while 
in the midst of a financial crisis. (I needed 
beer money, which at the time definitely 
qualified as a crisis.) Obviously, my vision 
at the time was a bit short-sighted. But 
hey, no sense crying over spilt Stroh’s, 
right?   

Anyway, I decided my birthday gift 
to my son would be comprised of a set of 

baseball cards from his birth year (1978) 
and in 10-year increments after that. He 
will get Topps baseball card sets from ’78, 
’88, ’98, ’08, and ’18 on his birthday next 
year, each set stored in its own binder. 
The 1978 set is the only one that will 
require some cash to assemble (a nice set 
is more than $200), and I am going to try 
and put this together by hand. I probably 
have one-third of the set already (thank 
you, eBay). 

There was a glut of baseball card 
companies beginning in the early 1980s, 
which resulted in massive over-produc-
tion and saturation of baseball cards in 
the country. The result is that cards for 
the ’88 and ’98 years will be almost free 
(less than $15 and $40, respectively). By 
2008, many card companies had either 
gone out of business or had seriously 
cut back on production, which returned 
some value to the hobby once again. The 
’08 cards will run about $60 for a set and 
the ’18 cards will be slightly more. But 
oh, the memories each decade is sure 
to evoke! I hope to find some photos 
from each decade of his life which I can 
strategically place with the cards. Nice 
touch, eh? 

Anyone care to hazard a guess as to 
what my grandson is going to get on his 
first birthday this August? 

SPORTING VIEWS

Want to recall special sports 
memories? It’s all in the cards
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“Evelyn is one of our treasured mem-
bers upon whom you could always count 
to step forward when needed and do an 
outstanding job,” said Cathy Flament, 
president of the Bay Village Historical 
Society. “We have been so fortunate over 
the years to have been part of her com-
munity commitment.”

In 2010, Evelyn joined with Carole 
Roske, Dave Tadych and Tom Phillips to 
form the Bicentennial Committee and 
organize a year of activities to celebrate 
the city’s founding.

“Evelyn Allen’s expertise in public 
relations and marketing was instrumental 
in making the Bay Village Bicentennial a 
stunning success,” said Cynthia Eakin, 
former Bay Village Historical Society pres-
ident. “She knew all of the right people 
in all of the right places and managed to 
involve the entire community in a won-
derful event.”

Faith has been a guiding force in 
Evelyn’s life. She founded the Friends of 
the West Side Catholic Center in Cleveland 
and has helped to raise more than $1 mil-
lion for the women and children’s shelter. 
She is active in the parish at St. Raphael’s 
Church, serving as a Eucharistic Minister 
and assisting with planning, communica-
tion and leadership activities.

“Evelyn is a very gifted, talented and 
conscientious leader whose impact on 
our community will remain with us for 
years to come,” said Fr. Tim Gareau. 
“Her abounding energy, incredible faith 
and stable leadership draws so many 
together to accomplish the work of the 
Lord. She is remarkable in all that she is 

asked to undertake.”
Joining the Bay Village 

Foundation board in 2007, 
Evelyn has been a tireless fun-
draiser for that organization 
as well. Using her marketing 
background, she has helped 
to increase the Foundation’s 
visibility and serves as an 
advocate for grant-seeking 
civic groups.

Al Paulus, president of 
The Bay Village Foundation, 
was quick to praise Evelyn’s 
involvement in many civic 
organizations.

“There are no words that can really 
describe Evelyn and the impact she has 
had, and continues to have, on the Bay 
community,” Paulus said. “Whether you 
are talking about her work for The Bay 
Village Foundation, her efforts at the 
Historical Society, her commitment to 
St. Raphael’s Parish, or the many other 
organizations she is part of, she does it 
all. She is just an outstanding person – a 
wonderful lady, a tireless worker and a 
true friend.”

It takes a generous heart and a 
humble spirit to dedicate as much of one’s 
life to others as Evelyn has. Her reaction to 
the Citizen of the Year accolades demon-
strates that she possesses these qualities 
in abundance.

“I don’t think that you thank a Citi-
zen of the Year; you thank the communi-
ty because it’s the community that gets 
things done,” Evelyn said. “Volunteer-
ing is not an individual effort. People 
are just so good, they’re willing to jump 
right in and give their time – which is 

the most important thing they can give.”

Play in Bay renovation a 
community-wide effort

In awarding the Project of the Year 
designation, the Bay Village Community 
Council considers several factors, includ-
ing community impact and the involve-
ment of volunteers and organizations.

The selection committee agreed that 
the Play in Bay renovation project was a 
clear winner.

The playground has been a com-
munity attraction for two decades, with 
parents who enjoyed Play in Bay as 
youngsters now bringing their own chil-
dren. The Bay Village Foundation, which 
was formed for the construction of the 
playground in 1995, wanted to ensure that 
future generations will be able to make 
their own memories at Play in Bay.

The Foundation embarked on a 
yearlong fundraising campaign, securing 
more than $100,000 in donations from 
the city, civic groups and more than 350 

Bay Village residents. Work to refurbish 
and upgrade the play structures began 
last December and is expected to be com-
pleted in the spring.

This is the second time Play in Bay 
has been celebrated as Project of the Year; 
the first coming 1995 when it was built, 
again as the result of the community 
coming together to accomplish a goal.

“It is a tremendous honor that the 
Play in Bay project has been recognized 
as the Project of the Year both this year 
and 20 years ago when the original 
project was completed,” said Rich 
Veres, vice president of The Bay Village 
Foundation. “Play in Bay is a symbol of 
community here in Bay Village. Many 
people donated time, money and 
invested their influence to update the 
playground to serve the families and 
children in our town.” 

A community reception to honor 
Evelyn Allen and the Play in Bay renova-
tion project will be announced when the 
details are finalized. 

HONORED from front page

The Bay Village Foundation’s fundraising campaign enabled the Play in Bay renovation. 
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you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.
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 Resident Activities
 Affordable Shopping Nearby
 On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

Rent Includes: All Utilities & Senior Cable

and time; personal histories; 
homes and journeys; discov-
eries, explorations and migra-
tions of humankind; and the 
relationships between the 
interconnectedness of indi-
viduals and civilizations, from 
local and global perspectives.

Piazza said project-based 
learning motivates students 
to gain knowledge and 
remember it longer.

“Projects gives students 
the chance to apply the skills 
they learn in school to person-
ally relevant and real-world 
situations,” Piazza said. “Stu-
dents also learn how to think 
critically, solve problems, 
work in teams and make pre-
sentations. These skills will 
help students succeed in the 
future, both in school and in 
today’s work world.”

Through this project, stu-
dents went through a series of 
lessons to better help them 
understand what it was like 
to make a decision to leave 
one’s homeland, to travel to 
the United States by ship, go 
through Ellis or Angel Island, 
and settle in a new country. 
Students will compare and 
contrast immigration experi-
ences over time.

On Feb. 1, Holly Lane 
Elementary School was 
turned into Ellis Island. 
Immigrant families walked to 
different stations for medi-
cal and eye examinations 
and the interview process 
to earn admittance to the 
United States. Some immi-
grants were rejected and had 
to plead for admittance in 
front of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service panel 
of judges. High school stu-
dents acted as immigration 
officers, inspectors and phy-
sicians. They tagged immi-
grants, evaluated the overall 
physical health of each immi-
grant, or acted as INS officials 
to hear final pleas and make 
decisions on admittance or 
denying passage. 

HOLLY LANE       
from front page

by CAROLINE BIERSTERFELDT and 
NORAH HAMIL

The Sea Scouts and Explorer Club 360 
went on a field trip to Bradley Woods 
Reservation on Jan. 13 in search 

of the source of Cahoon Creek. We were 
accompanied by Cleveland Metroparks 
naturalist, Martin Calabrese. The Sea 
Scouts and Explorer Club 360 are working 
on eCybermission projects, a STEM com-
petition offered 
by the Army 
E d u c a t i o n a l 
Outreach Pro-
gram; the Scouts 
and Explorers 
are investigat-
ing the effect 
of pollution in 
Cahoon Creek 
on plant growth 
and testing soil 
and water sam-
ples from the 
source, middle, 
and mouth of 
the creek.

D u r i n g 
our research 
for the project, 
the course of Cahoon Creek was traced 
upstream through Bay Village, Westlake 
and North Olmsted to its primary source 
in the Bradley Woods Reservation. Mr. Cal-

abrese led a hike through Bradley Woods 
which is the ONLY swamp forest on the 
Metroparks property, to find the exact 
source of Cahoon Creek. While we hiked 
Mr. Calabrese showed us how to use a den-
sitometer, which is used to see how dense 
the land around you is. It has a mirror with 
grid lines on it and you look at the mirror 
facing up and count how many squares out 
of 24 have tree branches, trees or leaves.  

Mr. Calabrese also explained how the 

surroundings affect the creek ecosystem 
and several interesting facts about the 
ecosystem at Bradley Woods. Two of the 
most interesting topics included the spot-

ted salamander and marcescence.
The spotted salamander is Ohio’s state 

amphibian. The spotted salamander is 
nocturnal and likes to tunnel underground 
so they are rarely seen throughout the year. 
However in April, they come out in large 
numbers and make a dangerous journey 
across the road at the Bradley Woods Res-
ervation to get to vernal pools so they can 
mate. Luckily for the salamanders, the 
Metroparks close the road to cars so that 
the salamanders can make it safely across 
the road to breed.

The word of the day was “marces-
cence,” which is when the leaves on the 
beech trees don’t fall off when they die but 
rather stay on the trees throughout the 
winter. This is so mind boggling that scien-
tist still haven’t been able to figure out why 
this happens!  We hope that you are excited 
to see the results from the experiment just 
as much as we are!

The Marine Environment Explorer 
Club 360 and the Sea Scouts concentrate 
on developing life skills, character, leader-
ship and ethics for students in sixth grade 
through high school. For details contact 
Richard Gash, skipper@seascoutship41.org 
or 440-871-6106. 

Sea Scouts and Club 360 visit 
the source of Cahoon Creek

Students used a spherical 
densitometer to measure the tree 
density in Bradley Woods.

Students from Sea Scouts and Explorer Club 360 take water 
samples from the source of Cahoon Creek in the Bradley 
Woods Reservation.
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by RANDY RISCH

Bay Village Cub Scout Pack 39 began 
its 75th Anniversary year with a 
cake-baking contest! The winning 

cake was made by the second-grade Wolf 
Den. The Pack meets at Normandy Ele-
mentary School in Bay Village. Pack 39 was 
founded in 1942 and serves Cub Scouts 
and Webelos, grades 1-5. If you are an 
alumni of the Pack and would like to share 
a picture or memory with them, please 
email Cubmaster Jennifer Bohannon at 
mom2jrss@gmail.com. New members are 
always welcome! Please visit www.beas-
cout.org to learn more about Boy Scouting 
and its affiliated programs. 

Cub Scouts and adult leaders of Pack 39 display 75th Anniversary cakes at their 
January Pack meeting.

Bay Village Cub Scout Pack celebrates 75 years
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by LYDIA GADD

The key to happiness 
and health is to have 
good relationships; not 

wealth, fame or other so-called 
measures of success. This is one 
of the most important findings 
from the Harvard Study of Adult 
Development that began in 
1938 and is actually still going 
on today. It is probably the lon-
gest running longitudinal study 
around. According to the cur-
rent study coordinator, social 
connections (family, friends 
and community) are really, 
really good for us. Conversely 
loneliness results in speeding 
up physical decline, including 
declining brain function. In fact 
there is some indication that 
satisfaction in life and relation-
ships at age 50 is a bigger pre-
dictor of health in your 80s than 
your cholesterol level! So quality 
social connectedness should be 
right up there with exercise and 
antioxidants. Move over, kale, 
and enter the senior center! 

The goal of a senior center is 
to help people get and feel con-
nected; to kick loneliness to the 
curb. And the winter months do 
not slow our patrons down. In 
fact, the mySeniorCenter Fun 

Facts newsletter reports that 
senior center attendance in the 
winter season increases by 30 
minutes per day! We are, after all, 
a hearty bunch here in Northeast 
Ohio.

So if you are Fifty Plus and 
looking to connect with others, 
here is a mere sampling of a few 
upcoming offerings. All events 
are held at our Center for Com-
munity Services, 29694 Center 
Ridge Road, and require an RSVP 
by calling 899-3544.
VALENTINE LUNCHEON, FEB. 14

The event kicks off at 11 
a.m. with entertainment by John 
Kowalski on the keyboards, sing-
ing and playing a wide variety of 
music from the 1940s through 
the 1970s. Dance, tap your toes 
or simply sit back and enjoy the 
show! The pasta lunch and Val-
entine dessert is served at noon. 
Even if you don’t know anyone 
there, you will make some 
friends before you leave. Cost is 
$10, payable by Feb. 7.
DR. SEUSS SPIRIT WEEK,  
FEB. 27-MARCH 3

We are celebrating the life of 
Theodor Seuss Geisel, an Ameri-
can writer, cartoonist, animator 
and book publisher best known 
for his children’s books under the 
pen name Dr. Seuss. Each day of 

the week will include a theme 
and daily prizes, similar to “Spirit 
Week” at school. The week con-
cludes with a Dr. Seuss party on 
Friday, March 3, at 10 a.m. There 
will be specially themed treats 
and a showing of the beloved 
movie “Horton Hears a Who” 
starring Jim Carrey, Steve Carell 
and Carol Burnett. This event is 
free and with limited seating so 
please RSVP by Feb. 20. Check 
out our Fifty Plus newsletter for 
the daily themes at www.cityof-
westlake.com.
HOUSING FAIR, FEB. 21

Are you overwhelmed, anx-
ious or curious about thoughts of 
possibly downsizing or changing 
your living situation? Gathering 
information to help answer your 
questions can ease your mind. 
The event begins at 9 a.m. with 
a panel of experts who will pres-

ent the different types of housing 
available, discuss affordability as 
well as timing of when to move 
and sell your home. Following the 
discussion there will be a “fair” 
with representatives from many 
of the local housing options for 
seniors. Speakers include: Kim 
Bermann of Berea Lake Towers/
Crystal Water, Jill Kolczynski of 
My New Villa, Kathy Bultema 
of Devon Oaks, Sherry Ascher 
of Howard Hanna and Carleen 
Broberg of Rae-Ann. RSVPs are 
required by Feb. 14. Refreshments 
will be provided by Rae-Ann.
HEALTH SCREENINGS, MARCH 2

Come monitor how well 
you are doing with your New 
Year’s resolutions and health 
goals with these quick and easy 
checks. Bone density, glucose, 
cholesterol, blood pressure 
and chiropractic screenings are 

among the offerings. Drop in 
anytime from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; no 
appointment necessary. These 
free services are sponsored by 
UH St. John Medical Center, 
Westlake Rehab and Nursing, 
Beltone, Health Source Chiro-
practic and Pro-Health Partners.

Stop by anytime during 
our business hours (Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.) 
to meet the staff. We are happy 
to provide impromptu tours. 
Don’t forget to check out our 
newsletter to find out more. It is 
available online at www.cityof-
westlake.com. Click on the Gov-
ernment tab, then Community 
Services Department. You can 
also purchase a hard copy for $1 
from our reception desk or sign 
up for a $13 annual subscrip-
tion. Phone 440-899-3544 with 
questions. 

33200 Health Campus Blvd., 
Avon, Ohio 44011

www.roseseniorliving.com

Independent Living 
Assisted Living
Memory Care

NOW OPEN IN AVON!
Contact Donna D’Amico at 440-937-0757 

to arrange your personal tour.

AVON

We’re raising the bar 
for senior living 

in Northeast Ohio!

WESTLAKE COMMUNITY SERVICES

Socializing is good for 
your health and happiness

Seniors gather at the Westlake Center for Community Services for a social event.

by JESSICA STOCKDALE

Professional and amateur artists, 18 
years and older, are once again invited 
to submit work to BAYarts’ juried show 

that occurs this March.
This year, Kristen Cliffel and Daniel 

Levin get the honor of selecting the work. 
Juried awards are given out, as are cash 
prizes.

Judge Kristen Cliffel is a ceramic sculp-
tor, who has work in many public and private 
collections, including, University Hospitals, 
Metro General Hospital, Lutheran Hospital 

and Hahn, Loeser and Parks LLP. With resi-
dencies both in and out of the United States, 
Cliffel enjoys seeing work from artists of every 
sort. “I look forward to seeing all of the amaz-
ing work that is being created in this region. 
Jurying an exhibition is always so exciting 
because you get to see such a breadth of work 
that is being produced, sometimes by artists 
you are familiar with but many times, by art-
ists that you haven’t seen.”

Additionally and importantly, Cliffel is 
proud of artists who enter juried exhibitions. 
“I really applaud the courage of all partici-
pants. Bringing work to a public space to 

be seen and ‘judged’ is so very vulnerable 
and shows the bravery of the human creative 
spirit.”

Executive Director, Nancy Heaton, says, 
“I hope all artists feel encouraged to submit 
their work to our latest juried show; their 
passion is why we continue to host this open 
submission exhibition.”

Artwork can be presented on three drop-
off dates: March 3, between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.; 
March 4, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.; and March 
5, between noon and 5 p.m. There is an entry 
fee of $30, which allows for two pieces to be 
submitted. More details at bayarts.net. 

Call for entries: BAYarts’ 2017 juried show
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Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.
General Dentist Providing Family 

& Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Road, Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

New patients Welcome!
Emergencies Welcome!

Offering exceptional care for you and your family.

We are pleased to have 
Dr. Haitham Wehbe, DMD 

join our practice.

Call us for an appointment today.

by KIM BONVISSUTO

On Feb. 22, the West-
lake City Schools 
will place $24.41 

million in bonds on the 
market in a competitive 
sale to fund the construc-
tion of a new elemen-
tary school. The Westlake 
community will have an 
opportunity to buy these 
bonds during a short time 
window before they go on 
the secondary market.

A competitive sale 
helps the district provide 
the best interest rate for the 
community by collecting 
less tax and providing that 
benefit back to the com-
munity.

In December, the dis-
trict took advantage of an 
opportunity to sell $9.19 
million in bonds through 
a bank qualified sale. That 
sale allowed the district to 
secure a lower interest rate, 
creating a significant sav-
ings during the repayment 

period over the life of the 
bonds.

CFO/Treasurer Todd 
Hopkins said the district 
is providing the opportu-
nity for residents to invest 
in their schools. Residents 
will be able to see a tangi-
ble impact on their invest-
ment with the construction 
of the new elementary 
school.

On Feb. 22, once an 
underwriter is selected, 
the district will open a 
one- to two-hour window 
to provide residents the 
opportunity to purchase 
bonds. Potential buyers 
must be available by 
phone on Feb. 22. Bonds 
will be sold in $5,000 
minimum increments.

Anyone interested 
in buying Westlake City 
Schools’ tax-exempt bonds 
should contact Hopkins by 
Feb. 20 with their name 
and phone number. Call 
440-835-6301 or email hop-
kinst@wlake.org. 

Westlake Schools 
offers bond sale

by ERIC PETERSON

The Bay Food Ministry 
is beginning its 28th 
year of service as a 

local food pantry. Founded 
in 1989 as a joint venture 
ministry of Bay Presbyte-
rian Church, St. Barnabas 
Episcopal Church and Saint 
Raphael Catholic Church, 
BFM today operates out of 
Bay Presbyterian Church.  

Clients of BFM all fall 
under State of Ohio income 
guidelines and include fami-
lies with children, seniors, 
including several residing 
in the Knickerbocker Apart-

ments, single parents, and 
individuals who have found 
themselves in challenging 
situations. In 2016, BFM 
served over 1,280 people. 
Food distribution is held 
on the last Friday of each 
month, with clients receiving 
a three-day supply of food.

BFM historically relied 
upon donations of food 
to stock the pantry but in 
2007 BFM affiliated with 
the Greater Cleveland Food 
Bank and today purchases 
most of its food through 
that source. Last year, BFM 
distributed over 48,000 
pounds of food, represent-

ing over 40,000 meals. On 
distribution days, clients 
come to Bay Presbyterian’s 
Auburn Hall which is set 
up like a grocery store 
where clients can select 
items that include canned 
goods, cereal, pasta, frozen 
meats, snacks, toiletries and 
dairy products. The selec-
tion changes each month 
based upon the food supply 
offered by the Greater 
Cleveland Food Bank.

During 2016, the Food 
Ministry each month served 
on average over 80 house-
holds representing 200+ 
people, mostly from Bay 

Village but also residents 
of Westlake, Lakewood and 
five other nearby commu-
nities. In addition to food 
donations that come direct-
ly from church members 
and the community, BFM 
has enjoyed partnerships 
and special support from 
Saint Raphael School, Bay 
Community Garden, the 
Village Project, Bay Middle 
School Builder’s Club and 
other area organizations.

“ O u r 
pantry is for 
anyone who 
lives in Bay 
Village, works 
in Bay Village 
or is a member 
of Bay Pres-
b y t e r i a n 
Church,” said 
Sharon Bru-

magin, Director of Human 
Resources at Bay Presbyte-
rian. “Anyone who falls into 
one of these categories also 
has to qualify under the 
financial guidelines set by 
government agencies. If 
someone contacts us who 
doesn’t meet one of the 
criteria I direct them to the 
pantry closest to them.”

One client at a recent 
BFM food distribution day 
said, “It means a great deal 

to me to have access to 
this food at the end of the 
month. They always seem 
to have a wide variety of 
items and the volunteers are 
always friendly and helpful 
and I really appreciate it.”

Bay Food Ministry will 
happily accept donations of 
any unexpired, non-perish-
able food items, but there 
is a regular need for brand 
name cereal, peanut butter, 
pasta and spaghetti sauce 
and cans of tuna. Donated 
items can be placed in the 
BFM-marked grocery cart 
at the Main Entrance of Bay 
Presbyterian Church.

If you have questions 
about the Bay Food Minis-
try, please contact Sharon 
Brumagin, 440-871-3822. 
All personal inquiries are 
held confidential. 

Bay Food Ministry offers 
helping hand to those in need

by KAY LAUGHLIN

In 1810, Moses Hall, a 
farmer from Berkshire 
County, Massachusetts, 

came to Ashtabula and 
Dover Township to look at 
land. In Dover Township he 
purchased 2,163 acres for 
$2 an acre from Hubbard 
and Stow in Connecticut‘s 
Western Reserve. Moses 
Hall, Martha’s father, gave 
his daughters 50 acres and 
his sons 100 acres of the Dover Township lands.

Martha, known as Patty, was born in 1790 in Lenox, 
Massachusetts, the second daughter of Moses and 
Relief Swift Hall. Patty had 11 brothers and sisters. On 
June 14, 1810, Patty Hall, then 20 years old, and Nathan 
Bassett, 25, of Lee, Massachusetts, were wed. Moses 
Hall moved his family to Ashtabula in 1811. Patty and 
Nathan traveled with them in a large group of family 
and friends. In 1811, Patty, taking up her father’s offer 
of 50 acres of land in Dover Township, then continued 
on further west with Nathan and her two brothers, 
Barnabas and James, who were also claiming their 
lands of 100 acres.

Patty and Nathan’s land was Lot No. 82, Range 
No. 15 in Dover Township. Patty and Nathan found 
themselves living on Porter Creek next to an old Indian 
trail they named Bassett Road. Nathan built a log cabin 
and barn and began farming. He brought a turning 

lathe which he kept in his 
barn, and made furniture. 
He was known as a great 
hunter and kept bees. 
Patty and Nathan’s first 
child, Vesta Bassett, would 
become the first white girl 
born in Dover Township in 
1812. The cabin was busy 
with little feet when Lydia, 
Lucy, Martha, Harriet and 
Nancy came along.

From 1820 to 1830, 
three more Hall broth-

ers and a sister came to Dover Township. It had to 
be nice for Patty to have her family near. (Columbia 
Road, today, was named Hall Road early on.) Charles, 
Reuben and Edwin Hall, and David and Nancy Hall 
Ingersoll, arrived.

All Martha and Nathan’s girls married except 
Nancy. Vesta married Nathan Stanford, Lydia mar-
ried John Porter, Lucy and Harriet both married Josiah 
Hurst (at different times), Martha married William W. 
Aldrich II.

When Patty was with child with Vesta, Nathan 
made her a baby crib. This crib has rocked every 
member of the Bassett family at some time and is now 
in the possession of a great-granddaughter.

Patty passed away at age 45 in the year 1835. There 
is no record of why she passed but we know life was 
hard and life expectancy was never a given with ill-
nesses and hard work taking its toll. 

SNIPPETS OF BAY VILLAGE HISTORY

Martha Hall Bassett, Dover pioneer woman

Patty Bassett’s family lived in a log cabin, like 
the one pictured. The cabin set back from the 
old Indian trail later named Bassett Road.
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by TAK SATO

I’ve noticed a recent 
uptick in the number 
of messages left on 

our digital answering 
machine. We’ve gotten 
our share of solicita-
tion scams from callers 
pretending to be the IRS 
but this surge seemed 
different and it’s worth 
repeating the warnings 
by the national media for 
the readers of WBVO.

According to Wiki-
pedia, a “phone call that 
uses a computerized 
autodialer to deliver a 
prerecorded message” 
is called a robocall. One 
such legitimate robocall 
is The Illuminating Com-
pany asking customers 
to keep their dogs on 
leash for the safety of 
their meter readers. But 
there are outright shady 
robocallers trying to 
scam you.

Like a cat-and-mouse 
game, nefarious entities 
can hide their identities 
behind a legitimate service 
that enable customers to 
present themselves as “Pri-
vate Caller” on your caller 
ID. If you were home and 
the caller ID shows exactly 

that, and you know your 
brother uses such service, 
do you pick it up?

Dealing with an 
answering machine to 

identify the important 
calls from scam attempts 
is a little easier. It is some-
what reassuring when you 
realize that you dodged a 
possible scammer as the 
message left is five seconds 
of silence; a tell-tale sign 
of a robocall as they will 
hang up and call the next 

number if not answered by 
a live person who usually 
answers “Hello?”

Many of you may have 
built good habits to not pick 
up calls when you don’t rec-
ognize the caller ID shown. 
You may also have invested 
in a device that acts to block 
unregistered numbers from 

ringing through. Without 
such devices and good 
habits, it may be challeng-
ing to decide whether to 
pick up a call or not.

Are you familiar with 
the pitchman for a Verizon, 
now working for Sprint, 
whose claim to fame was 
“Can you hear me now?” 

In the latest scam, a robo-
caller asks, “Can you hear 
me?” which is already a very 
common phrase during a 
typical telephone conversa-
tion. The aim is to get you to 
say “yes,” which the scam-
mer records to fake that you 
agreed to their service.

Better Business Bureau 
of Cleveland’s website 
says it has been around 
for a while to trick busi-
nesses into buying unin-
tended office supplies as 
they answer “yes” to the 
question. Businesses have 
been warned of this scam 
in the past, but for many 
consumers this is new.

Just as it may be 
hard to resist opening 
an unsolicited email 
with a catchy subject 
line, for some it may be 
difficult not to pick up 
a call. It may be best to 
let unrecognized callers 
go into your answering 
machine first as they 
should leave you a mes-
sage if important.

If you have to pick 
up and if they happen 

to open the conversation 
with “Can you hear me?” 
or something similar, just 
hang up! Don’t worry about 
being scolded by Miss Man-
ners for your telephone eti-
quette as they will hang up 
on you as soon as they get a 
“yes” from you if they were 
scammers! 

Just hang up!
THE DIGITAL WORLD

Can  
you 
hear 
me?

by JOHN RINEHART

Because we believe that God 
is incarnate in history and 
that “God is Still Speaking,” 

Dover Congregational UCC will 
initiate a monthly series of con-
versations on a variety of social 
and community concerns. The 
first conversation will be held at 
the church on Sunday evening, 
Feb. 12, at 7:00 p.m. in Thomas 
Hall. Dover is located at 2239 
Dover Center Road in Westlake.

The Reverend Richard 
Gibson, pastor of Elizabeth Bap-
tist Church and co-chair of Great-
er Cleveland Congregations, will 
be with us to discuss the racial/
class divide in Cleveland and 
Cuyahoga County from the black 
perspective of life in Cleveland’s 
inner city. Pastor Gibson is also 
an attorney working to overcome 
the inequities of the criminal jus-
tice in Cuyahoga County.

The series will continue 
on the second Sunday evening 
of each month at 7:00 p.m. and 

will include continued conver-
sations about the racial/class 
divide, environmental justice 
and LGBTQ concerns plus any 
concern of interest to members 
of the congregation. Because this 
continuing series will be dedi-
cated to listening for the voice of 
God the questions will be, who are 
the voices of God of our time and 
what are they saying. 

Invited speakers include: 
John Dorhauer, UCC President; 
Brooks Brendt. UCC Minister for 
Environmental Justice; and Traci 
Blackmon Executive Minister, Jus-
tice and Witness Ministries. The 
PBS documentary movie “Slavery 
by Another Name” will introduce 
us to a little known period of our 
history. Other movies, plays and 
books will be used to stir our 
conversations. These conversa-
tions will be aimed at discovery 
through thoughtful listening and 
speaking. Come, join in the con-
versation. Any questions, please 
call Keith Stuart, Dover pastor, at 
440-871-1050. 

Westlake church to host 
monthly conversations 
on current concerns

FAITH & SPIRITUALITY

by KAREN PETERSON

Are you aware of how you connect with 
God? Would you like to explore ways 
you can increase your connection? 

Join us at St. Barnabas Episcopal Church 
on the corner of Bradley and Wolf roads 
in Bay Village to reflect, learn and experi-
ence different ways to interact with God. 
Each program will focus on a different way 
to connect. Attend one, or attend many! A 
suggested $10 donation is appreciated but 
not required.

The next workshop, “Experiencing 
God in the Wind and Water: A Sailor’s 
Story of Spirituality,” will be facilitated 
by John Johanssen and held Saturday, 
Feb. 18, from 10 a.m.-noon. Come swap 
stories and experiences of our lives on 
the water, on any kind of vessel, and to 
search those experiences for the pres-
ence of God. John enthusiastically said, 
“I look forward to reflecting on some of 
my adventures on the water that have 
shaped and formed my spirituality. I 
hope there will be many connecting 
points from which we can each share 
our own journeys.”

The Rev. Canon John R. Johanssen 
is a retired Episcopal priest who has 
also been a lifelong sailor in waters 

from the smallest ponds to all of the Great 
Lakes, the Caribbean Sea and Atlantic 
Ocean. He has also had the joy of sailing 
on the smallest of sailboats to ocean going, 
blue water sailboats. His most recent 
adventure was to sail from Bermuda to 
New York on a 48-foot sloop. He current 
lives in Columbus with his wife, children 
and nine grandchildren. 

The schedule for upcoming monthly 
workshops is:
• March 4, 10 a.m.-noon: “Praying with 

Mandalas,” Rev. Sharon Seyfarth Garner
• April 8, 1-3 p.m.: “Interactive Stations of 

the Cross,” Sue Mueller and Karen Peter-
son

• May 13, 10 a.m.-noon “Body and Spirit 
Fitness,” Tom MacMillan

All will be held on a Saturday, full 
descriptions will be available on the church 
website, stbarnabasbv.org. Please register by 
phoning the church: 440-871-6200. 

Experiencing 
God in the 
wind and water

by SHARON FEDOR

We tend to gravitate to people who are 
like us. Do we tend to put others in 
boxes? Do we tend to put ourself in a 

box thinking this is a good way to protect our-
selves from hurt? Can this box create a sense of 
isolation, loneliness, perhaps even depression, 
when our original intent was to stay safe? We let 
go of each breath, and we can learn to release, 
but what do we allow to come in?

Corporate America has discovered that 
diversity without inclusivity is useless. Am I 
building relationships with people who are 
different from me? Is there a way to live outside 
the box and release loneliness? Rev. Joanne 
Rowden of Unity Spiritual Center of Westlake 
feels that there is no time like the present to 
live inclusively, and every first Sunday of the 
month, from 10:15-10:45 a.m., holds open con-
versations on Shariff Abdullah’s book, “Practic-
ing Inclusivity.”

“Our world today is very polarized … 
politically, religiously, financially, racially,” 
Rowden said. “There is a lot of ‘us versus 
them’ thinking in all of these areas. And yet, 
at depth, we are all one. In reality we are all 
simply human beings with the same desires 
for peace, joy and love. So how do we move 
beyond these polarities?”

Shariff Abdullah tells us, “Inclusivity is not 
something warm, fuzzy and vague. Inclusivity 
lies beyond relations or social justice, yet can 
be the key to a deeper understanding of both. 
Inclusivity is a perspective. It’s the way you 
choose to interact with the world. Inclusivity 
is a practice.”

Joanne decided to offer a monthly discus-
sion on practicing inclusivity so that we could 
begin to explore and expand ways we could 
each be more inclusive. 

Each month begins with a five-minute 
meditation. Each one draws a perspective of 
the Golden Rule from the major religions. We 
meditate on the words and remember that all 
religions teach us to treat each other as we wish 
to be treated. This is the foundation of practic-
ing inclusivity. There is a short discussion, and 
everyone walks away with a jewel of wisdom to 
consider for the month.

Unity Churches of Northern Ohio will host 
a weekend with Shariff Abdullah May 5-6. Unity 
of Westlake is located at 23855 Detroit Road. 

Learning 
to practice 
inclusivity
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620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY

For Sale in Westlake – 11 piece 
Kincaid Solid Wood Dining Set

Set includes china cabinet, 
64-100” dining table, 8 chairs, 

buffet and custom pads. Excellent 
condition. Elegant cherry finish 

with neutral fabric on chairs.
$8000 OBO. Cash and local only. 

melisa.gibel@gmail.com.HUGE SELECTION! • Over 300 Lamps In Stock! • www.whitmerslighting.com

Expires  March 1, 2017.  Limit 1 Item per Person.
All Previous Sales Excluded. Valid only with coupon.

30655 Detroit Road
Westlake, OH 44145

HOURS: 

Mon-Wed-Fri-Sat 
  10am-6pm
Tue & Thur  
10am-9pm

Sun
 

- Closed

Starting At

15% Discount on Lamp Shades
when you bring your 
lamp base for proper fitting.

Lamp Repair

Lamps • Shades
Home Furnishings

Accessories
Light Bulbs

(Discount not available without base)

440-641-0407

$34.95

by VICTOR RUTKOSKI

The Westlake Kiwanis held a 
RePlay for Kids project on 
Jan. 24 at Westlake Porter 

Public Library. Eleven members 
and three guests volunteered 
their time to adapt the toys.

The volunteers adapted the 
toys so they can be used by chil-
dren with disabilities. It involved 
taking apart the toys and install-
ing switches which can be used 
to make the toys operate in vari-
ous ways, such as blowing into a 
tube or touching with the side of 
a head. The project was coordi-
nated by Edie Dale from RePlay 
for Kids and her intern, Luis 
Remel, a student from Germany.

Replay for Kids is a non-
profit organization of volunteers 
who repair and adapt toys and 
assistive devices for children 
with disabilities in Northeast 
Ohio. Replay for Kids provides 
these services at no cost for 
non-profit organizations that 
provide medical, educational 
or recreational resources for 

children with disabilities in the 
Northeast Ohio area. Most of 
these organizations have lim-
ited resources and often cannot 
afford to replace devices that 
have broken, and do not have 
the technical knowledge or time 
available to repair the devices. 
Replay for Kids can provide these 
services, therefore increasing the 

number of functioning toys and 
assistive devices available for 
children with disabilities.

If you’re interested in help-
ing with a project like this, why 
not join the Westlake Kiwanis, a 
hands-on community organiza-
tion dedicated to helping chil-
dren. Contact George Christ at 
216-832-1640 or 440-871-3980. 

Westlake Kiwanis adapt toys for 
children with disabilities

Westlake Kiwanians Judie Cunningham and Bonnie 
Smith adapt toys for children. Westlake Kiwanians Judie 
Cunningham and Bonnie Smith adapt toys for children.

by CAROL JACOBS

After presenting the 
Brazilian Guitar Quar-
tet in October and Les 

Délices in November, Rocky 
River Chamber Music Society 
returns in February with not 
one, but two concerts! Both 
will feature The Cleveland 
Orchestra’s second-chair 
brass players – an ensemble 
with the playful title, “Fac-
tory Seconds Brass Trio.” 
Both concerts will take place 
in the outstanding acoustical 
environment of the sanctu-
ary at West Shore Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 20401 
Hilliard Boulevard in Rocky 
River. 

The Society’s first con-
cert in 2017 will be its bien-
nial children’s concert to be 
held on Saturday, Feb. 18, 
at 11 a.m.  This interactive 
children’s concert with Fac-
tory Seconds Brass Trio will 
highlight French composer 
Francis Poulenc’s “Sonata for 
Horn, Trumpet, and Trom-
bone,” and will also include 
storytelling, audience par-
ticipation and artwork. This 
45-minute concert is appro-
priate for ages 3 and up.   

The following Monday, 
Feb. 20, at 7:30 p.m., Factory 
Seconds Brass Trio will per-
form an adult concert fea-
turing works by Bach, Hin-
demith and Nelhybel. The 
program will also include 
the world premiere of a 
work for brass by contem-
porary classical music com-
poser David Loeb. At both 
concerts the musicians of 
Factory Seconds Brass Trio 
will be Jack Sutte, trumpet; 
Jesse McCormick, horn; and 
Richard Stout, trombone.

In addition to holding 

the second chair positions 
in their respective brass 
sections of The Cleveland 
Orchestra, all three musicians 
are on the faculty of Baldwin 
Wallace Conservatory of 
Music.  Founded in 2012, Fac-
tory Seconds Brass Trio has 
performed locally, regionally 
and nationally in a variety of 
settings. Their depth of expe-
rience and broad repertoire 
ranging from Early Music to 
20th and 21st century music 
brings a distinctive voice into 
brass chamber music.

As is true of all concerts 
presented by the Rocky River 
Chamber Music Society, there 
is no admission charge and 
all are welcome. For more 
information, visit rrcms.org, 
follow us on Facebook and 
Twitter, or call 440-333-4296.
Feb. 18 Children’s Concert, 
Program:
• Francis Poulenc, “Sonata 

for Horn, Trumpet, and 
Trombone” (1945)

• Also includes storytell-
ing, artwork, and other 
audience participation 
activities.

Feb. 20 Adult Concert, 
Program:
• Jacques Arcadelt, “Chan-

sons” (1554)
• J. S. Bach, “Sinfonias” 

(1723)
• Paul Hindemith, Fugues 

from “Ludus Tonalis” 
(1942)

• INTERMISSION
• Norman Sherman, 

“National Anthem of the 
Moon” (2015)

• Robert Marek, “Trio for 
Brass” (1959)

• David Loeb, “Madri-
galetti” (2016, world 
premiere)

• Vaclav Nelhybel, “Trio for 
Brass” (1965) 

Two free concerts to 
feature Cleveland 
Orchestra brass trio

by LOUISE SEEHOLZER

For the fifth year, the West-
lake-Westshore Arts Coun-
cil is sponsoring “Catch a 

Rising Star: Baldwin Wallace 
Music Theatre in Recital.” This 
year’s musical program takes 
place on Tuesday, Feb. 21, at 7 
p.m. at Westlake Porter Public 
Library, 27333 Center Ridge 
Road, and features the talents of 
two Baldwin Wallace Music The-
atre students.

The vocal and dancing tal-
ents of Dan Hoy will be show-
cased by the piano accompani-
ment of Alyssa Thompson. Hoy 
is a third-year Music Theatre 
student. His performance credits 
include “West Side Story,” “Sat-
urday Night Fever”, “A Chorus 

Line,” “Pippin” and “Cabaret.” 
He was the featured dancer 
with NBC in the 85th and 86th 
Annual Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parades.

Thompson studies music 
direction in the Music The-
atre program, with emphasis 
in conducting and composi-
tion. Recently she worked on 
“West Side Story” at BW and last 
summer Thompson directed 
music at the Clinton Area Show-
boat Theatre. On weekends this 

BW senior, who is from Connect-
icut, works at Broadway Buddies, 
a theatre camp for children with 
special needs. 

Following their perfor-
mance, Hoy and Thompson will 
answer questions from the audi-
ence regarding their work and 
their experience as students of 
the prestigious Baldwin Wallace 
Music Theatre.

The Feb. 21 “Catch a Rising 
Star” performance is offered 
FREE to the community by the 
WWAC. This opportunity to 
enjoy young, talented perform-
ers embodies the WWAC mission 
to provide the community with 
an enhanced and broadened cul-
tural life that will promote aware-
ness, education and involvement 
in the arts. 

Dispel winter gray: catch ‘Rising Stars’

Alyssa Thompson and Dan Hoy
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Join us for a community education presentation:

Effective Communication 
Strategies for Alzheimer’s Disease
O’Neill Healthcare is hosting the first of a series of educational events 
about Alzheimer’s Disease. Our memory support communities are 
designed for safety and comfort, and are staffed to care for individuals with 
cognitive impairments such as dementia, Alzheimer’s and memory loss.

Thursday, February 16 * 12 p.m.
Presentation in the Assisted Living lobby
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
A light lunch will be served.

To register for this event, please contact Cynthia 
Davenport at 1-800-272-3900 by February 13.

Presented by 605 Bradley Road
ONeillHC.com

BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE

Bay resident celebrates       
100 years with mayor’s visit

Bay Village Mayor Paul Koomar recently joined 
the staff of O’Neill Healthcare Bay Village in 
celebration of a longtime Bay resident Mr. 
William King on the occasion of his 100th 
birthday. Following Mayor Koomar’s presentation 
of his special proclamation, everyone enjoyed 
birthday party festivities worthy of such a 
wonderful centenarian. Pictured are Mayor 
Koomar, William King and his daughter, Lucy.
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by MICHAELA KEKEDY

That assisted living 
or nursing facility 
you pass on your 

way to work or to visit a 
family member may one 
day be “home.” According 
to the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human 
Services’ website, long-
termcare.gov, seven in 10 
of those who are turning 
65 years of age will likely 
need some type of long-
term care in their lifetime.

“The conversation 
that it is time for an elderly 
parent to give up the keys 
to the family car is usu-
ally emotionally charged,” 
observed Lydia Gadd, 
director of Westlake’s 
Community Services 
Department. “Another dif-
ficult conversation is the 
prospect of having to sell 
a beloved home because 
mom or dad cannot live 
there safely any longer. It 
is beneficial in these cir-
cumstances to take time 
to collect information 
and research possible 
solutions before saying a 
word. Often the goals of 
elderly parents and adult 
children can conflict. By 
gathering information, 
and moving slowly and 
with compassion, the 
needs of both sides can 
be better balanced.”  

To help both seniors 
and the loved ones who 
may be assisting in the 
decision-making process, 

the City of Westlake’s 
Community Services 
Department is hosting a 
free Senior Housing Fair 
on Tuesday, Feb. 21, from 
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Refresh-
ments will be served. The 
event is open to both 
Westlake residents and 
non-residents. Since seat-
ing is limited, attendees 
are asked to RSVP by call-
ing 440-899-3544 before 
Tuesday, Feb. 14.

“Many of our patrons 
have questions about the 
senior housing market 
and little understand-
ing about the differences 
in types of housing, cost 
and other issues sur-
rounding moving from 
their homes,” said Donna 
Feorene, outreach coordi-
nator for the department. 
“Planning in advance 
reduces stress when 
an immediate need 
arises. This event is 
designed as an easy 
way to get informed.”

Applicable for 
immediate needs as 
well as future plan-
ning, the panel dis-
cussion beginning at 
9 a.m. will cover all the 
basics of senior hous-
ing: types of senior 
housing, affordabil-
ity, signs that it may 
be time to move, and 
selling your home.  
Panelists will be Kim 
Bermann of Genera-
tions Healthcare, Jill 
Kolczyinski of My 

New Villa, Kathy Bultema 
of Devon Oaks, Sherry 
Ascher of Howard Hanna 
and Carleen Broberg of 
Rae-Ann.

In the second hour, 
attendees can meet with 
representatives from 
some of the local senior 
housing providers, 
including Arden Courts, 
Berea Lake Towers/Crys-
tal Water, Brookdale, 
Devon Oaks, Indepen-
dence Village, My New 
Villa, O’Neill Healthcare, 
The Gardens of Westlake, 
and West Bay Center.

The latest informa-
tion about the Senior 
Housing Fair can be 
found online at www.
c i t y o f w e s t l a k e. o r g /
Senior-Housing-Fair.

Westlake residents 

and their families who 
are unable to attend or 
have additional questions 
can schedule a private 
appointment with Donna 
Feorene by calling the 
department. She can help 
identify viable housing 
options, discuss factors 
they should consider to 
identify the right option, 
questions to ask when 
touring, and more. Addi-
tional information about 
the social services pro-
vided by the Community 
Service Department and 
links to resources can be 
found at www.cityofwest-
lake.org/Social-Services.

Recognizing the 
importance of providing 
timely information both 
for adults with senior par-
ents and those who will 
be retiring in a few years, 
both Lydia Gadd and 
Donna Feorene are avail-
able to speak to groups 
about senior issues and 
social services at West-
lake companies and in the 
community. 

Senior housing fair to address 
long-term care questions

SENIOR LIVING

Kiwanis launches ‘Love a Book, Share a Book’ project
by VICTOR RUTKOSKI

The Westlake Kiwanis is 
sponsoring a gently-used 
children’s book collection. 

They are calling their project “Love 
a Book, Share a Book.” During 
the month of February they will 
be collecting books suitable for 
children up through grade five. 
These books will be distributed to 
low-income families through the 
schools and local agencies.

Open a child’s mind to read-
ing – all year long! Every child 
should experience the joy of read-

ing. Kiwanis Read Around the 
World program focuses on shar-
ing the joy of books with young 
children – from reading with them 
to providing books they can have 
of their very own.

There will be collections 
boxes set up at all the Westlake 
City Schools as well as Westlake 
Police Department and Westlake 
City Hall. If you are unable to 
drop books at any of these loca-
tion please arrange for a pick-up 
of books by calling or texting West-
lake Kiwanis President Rick Grane 
at 440-829-0974. 

Robert Clancy of the Westlake Kiwanis 
boxes some of the donated books.
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Wednesdays, Feb. 8 and 15 (10:15 & 11 
a.m.) LET’S SING AND DANCE! – Sing 
and move to the music with Miss Nancy! 
For children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. 
Please arrive early to receive a ticket.

Wednesday, Feb. 8 (noon-1:30 p.m.) 
SPEAKER SERIES LUNCH & LEARN – 
Guest speakers join Career Transition 
Center to present informative and timely 
topics for job seekers. Bring your lunch; 
learn and grow. Coffee provided.

Wednesdays, Feb. 8 and 15 (4-5:30 
p.m.) and Thursday, Feb. 9 (6:30-8 
p.m.) BOW WOW BOOKS – Stop by 
the Youth Services Department and sign 
your child up for a 10-minute reading 
time with a reading therapy dog! Bring 
your own book or choose one of ours. 
Registration begins each Wednesday at 
3:30 p.m. and each Thursday at 6 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 9 (1-7 p.m.) AMERI-
CAN Red Cross Bloodmobile

Thursday, Feb. 9 (7 p.m.) NON-FIC-
TION BOOK DISCUSSION – The Febru-
ary selection is “Lab Girl” by Hope Jahren.

Friday, Feb. 10 (4-5:30 p.m.) 
WEIRD(ER) SCIENCE – Each session 
teaches fundamental principles in an 
entertaining format, through demon-
strations and hands-on activities. This 
month: Learn all about our Solar System. 
Grades 5-6. Please register.

Saturday, Feb. 11 (10 a.m.-1 p.m.) SAT 
PRACTICE EXAM – Get ready for test 
time with an SAT practice exam. Study 
skills will be discussed and detailed 
results will be returned to students the 
following week at the results session. 
Students are asked to bring their own 
pencils and scientific calculator. Grades 
9-12. Please register.

Saturday, Feb. 11 (2-3 p.m.) PIN-
TEREST CLUB – Come each month to 
recreate a fun craft from Pinterest. This 
month: “Mandala Rocks.” Grades 7-9. 
Registration begins one week before 
each session.

Saturday, Feb. 11 (2-4 p.m.) CARRY 
OUT CRAFTS – Stop in to see our fea-
tured craft. We have all the supplies you’ll 
need to create something fantastic!

Sunday, Feb. 12 (2-4 p.m.) MAD 4 
MANGA – A great club for anime and 
manga lovers! All otakus and newbies 
welcome! Grades 7-12 only please.

Monday, Feb. 13 (3:30-5:30 p.m.) 
TEEN LOUNGE – Need a place to hang 
out after school? Come to WPPL’s Teen 
Lounge on Monday afternoons! We have 
computers, video games, board games, 
snacks and more! For grades 7-12 only.

Monday, Feb. 13 (6:30-7:15 p.m.) 
SENSORY STORYTIME – Features an 
adapted storytime for children with spe-
cial needs and their caregivers. Siblings 
are welcome. Includes time for social play. 
Content is geared to ages 3-7. Registration 
begins one week before each session.

Monday, Feb. 13 (7-8:30 p.m.) MAKER 
MONDAY: SILHOUETTE CAMEO – 
Learn how to use the Silhouette Cameo 
to cut out and heat transfer designs to 
items of your choice. Bring an item to 
decorate! Please register.

Tuesday, Feb. 14 (10 a.m.-noon) 
CAREER TRANSITION CENTER: USING 
TWITTER FOR JOB SEARCH – Job 
seekers often have no way of directly 
connecting with the recruiter or the 
hiring manager. Twitter can help with 
this challenge. Bring your mobile device 
and learn how to set up an account and 
use it in your job search.

Tuesday, Feb. 14 (1-8 p.m.) VALEN-
TINE’S DAY FUN – Join us in the Youth 
Services Department for Valentine’s Day 
crafts! While supplies last. All ages wel-
come.

Tuesday, Feb. 14 (1:30-3 p.m.) 
RESEARCHING YOUR ROOTS: ANCES-
TRY.COM – Learn how to navigate 
Ancestry.com Library Edition in order 
to research your family history. Bring the 
names and dates of relatives that you 
know. Class is limited to 12 computers. 
Please let the staff know if you and a part-

ner will share a computer.  

Tuesday, Feb. 14 (7 p.m.) TUESDAY 
EVENING BOOK DISCUSSION – In Feb-
ruary we’ll discuss “Modern Romance” 
by Aziz Ansari.

Thursday, Feb. 16 (6:30 p.m.) and 
Friday, Feb. 17 (11 a.m.) CONNECT-
ING FOR KIDS’ TEACH ME TO PLAY 
– Designed for children ages 3-6 who 
need help with communication and 
social skills. Join us for a play-based 
program designed to model and teach 
families strategies to improve their 
child’s social interactions, facilitate 
communication and manage behavior 
in a positive way. This program is led 
by an early intervention specialist in 
behavior from the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Developmental Disabilities.

Friday, Feb. 17 (4-4:45 p.m.) FUN SCI-
ENCE FRIDAY: STATIC ELECTRICITY 
– Join Mrs. K as we explore the wonders 
of the world. This month we’ll explore 
static electricity! Ages 4-7. Registration 
begins Feb. 10.

Saturday, Feb. 18 (10:30-11:30 a.m.) 
POKEMON FUN! – Bring your cards 
and accessories for a fun morning of 
Pokemon-themed play, prizes and crafts! 
Ages 6-11.

Saturday, Feb. 18 (1-2 p.m.) ONE BY 
1 LEGO MOSAICS – LEGO artist Wayne 
Peltz will bring some of his portrait 
mosaics, talk about his work and answer 
your questions. All ages welcome. Please 
register.

Saturday, Feb. 18 (2-3 p.m.) BRICK 
BUILDERS – Bring your ideas and imagi-
nation to the club! Ages 3-12. Lego and 
Duplo bricks provided.

Sunday, Feb. 19 (2-3:30 p.m.) BORE-
DOM BUSTERS! – Are you bored? Drop 
by the Storytime Room and join in the 
fun! We will have different activities 
available each month. All ages welcome. 
Children under age 9 must be accompa-
nied by an adult.

Sunday, Feb. 19 (3-4 p.m.) ART 

SMARTS – Explore some works of a well-
known artist and then use what you’ve 
seen to create an art piece of your own! 
Grades 3-5. Registration begins Feb. 12.

Monday, Feb. 20 (2-2:45 p.m.) KIDS IN 
THE KITCHEN – Learn basic cooking skills 
with fast, simple, no-bake recipes just for 
kids! For students with special needs and 
their typical peers. If you have an allergy 
or special diet concerns, please contact 
the Youth Department at 440-250-5471 
for a complete list of ingredients. Ages 
8-12. Registration begins Feb. 13.

Monday, Feb. 20 (7-8:30 p.m.) INVES-
TORS’ INTEREST GROUP: K.I.S.S. 
SYSTEM INVESTING – Let seasoned 
investor and American Association of 
Individual Investors Cleveland Chapter 
President Chuck Evans show you his 
simple system of investing and manag-
ing your savings. Please register.

Tuesday, Feb. 21 (10 a.m.-noon) 
CAREER TRANSITION CENTER: 
MAKING POSITIVE FIRST IMPRES-
SIONS – Within 5-7 seconds someone 
forms an opinion of you based on how 
you present yourself. Get tips on the 
things that determine how you are per-
ceived and how that perception impacts 
your success in interviewing.

Tuesday, Feb. 21 (7-7:30 p.m.) BED-
TIME STORIES: WHO’S HIBERNAT-
ING? – Put on your pajamas and join 
Mrs. K as we unwind at the end of the 
day with quiet stories, songs, fingerplays 
and other activities to help us get ready 
for bedtime. Ages 4-6. Siblings welcome.

Tuesday, Feb. 21 (7-8:45 p.m.) WEST-
LAKE WESTSHORE ARTS COUNCIL 
– Join us for the “Catch a Rising Star” pro-
gram from Baldwin Wallace University.

To register for any of the programs, 
please call 440-871-2600 or visit west-
lakelibrary.evanced.info. 

Upcoming events at Westlake Porter Public Library

by TARA MCGUINNESS

It’s a pre-Oscar party at the Bay Village 
branch library to celebrate the upcoming 
89th Academy Awards. Come hear David 
Moss, Fox 8’s Mossman, on Wednesday, 
Feb. 22, at 7 p.m. as he talks about Oscar 
rules, 24 award categories, and nominat-
ed films. Participants will have the oppor-
tunity to predict who they think will win 
and enter a contest for free movie tickets.

Other upcoming programs at the library 
include:

CHILDREN

Caregivers and their children are invited 
to enjoy rhymes, songs, fingerplays, 
books and stories together. No registra-
tion is required.

• Mondays (10 a.m.) TODDLER STO-
RYTIME – ages 19-35 months.

• Tuesdays (10 a.m.) TODDLER STO-
RYTIME – ages 19-35 months.

• Tuesdays (6:45 p.m.) FAMILY STO-
RYTIME – for all ages

• Wednesdays (10 a.m.) BABY AND 
ME STORYTIME – ages birth-18 
months

• Thursdays (10 a.m.) PRESCHOOL 
STORYTIME – ages 3-5 (not yet in kin-
dergarten)

• Fridays (10 a.m.) FAMILY STORY-
TIME - for all ages

Thursday, Feb. 16 (4 p.m.) COOKIES 
AND BOOKS – Grades 3-5: Join us to 
discuss, “Some Writer! The Story of E.B. 
White” by Melissa Sweet. Copies of the 
book are available at the library.

Thursday, Feb. 23 (7 p.m.) WE’RE 
GOING TO THE DOGS – Grades K-2: 
We’ll share dog books, songs and rhymes 
and make treats which will be delivered 
to dogs at a local shelter.

TEEN

Wednesdays, Feb. 8, 15 and 22 (3 
p.m.) TEEN ZONE – Grades 5 & up: Chill 
with something fun to do after school – 
gaming, art, movies, experiments and 
more! Registration required.

ADULTS

Wednesday, Feb. 8 (7 p.m.) BEST 
BOOKS OF 2016 – Join us as CCPL Adult 
Services Manager Bill Kelly introduces 
some of the Best Books of 2016. A jurist 
on the Andrew Carnegie Medal Commit-
tee and former Chair of the ALA Notable 
Books Council, he is recognized locally as 
a “Literary Guru” for his reading recom-
mendations to many library customers 
and friends. Handouts of “The Best of 
2016 Books List” will be available

Friday, Feb. 10 (10 a.m.) BAYARTS 
BOOKS DISCUSSION – Join friends, 
neighbors and library staff for a monthly 
book discussion on the BAYarts campus 
in the Sullivan Gallery. Copies of this 
month’s book, “Homegoing” by Yaa Gyasi, 
will be available at the library and BAYarts 
one month prior to the discussion.

Please register to attend the programs 
online at cuyahogalibrary.org, call us at 
440-871-6392, or stop in to the library 
at 502 Cahoon Road and register with a 
librarian. 

Upcoming programs at Bay Village Branch Library

Bay Village parents of children 
who will be 5 years of age on or 
before Aug. 1, 2017, are invited 

to attend a Bay Village Kindergarten 
Information Meeting on Thursday, 
March 2, 7 p.m., at Normandy Ele-
mentary School, 26920 Normandy 
Road. The meeting is for parents only 
due to limited space.

The kindergarten registration 
packet, required for those registering 
for the 2017-18 school year, will be 
distributed at this meeting. Appoint-
ments can also be made for required 
kindergarten readiness screenings 
held in April. In addition to an over-
view of kindergarten and kindergarten 
readiness, there will be information 
tables for those with questions regard-
ing daycare, kindergarten readiness, 
speech therapy, early entrance and 
volunteer opportunities.

More details on March regis-
tration and April screenings can be 
found on the district website at www.
bayvillageschools.com. 

Bay Village 
kindergarten 
meeting March 2
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by DIANE FRYE

Nourishing ourselves and our 
loved ones is a goal that is 
important to most of us. Nour-

ishing our neighbors experiencing a 
cancer crisis has been the mission of Vil-
lage Project for the past six years. During 
that time over 20,000 meals and sustain-
ing services have been delivered to more 
than 200 families in Bay Village, Westlake, 
Avon Lake and Rocky River.

The second annual NOURISH fund-

raising gala is being held 
this month to benefit 
Village Project, enabling 
it to continue to serve 
local cancer patients and 
their families. You are 
invited to join the party 
to experience an evening 
of food, fun, entertain-
ment, fellowship and 
giving. It will be held on 
Saturday, Feb. 25, from 
6-10 p.m. at Hyland 
Headquarters Building 3 
located at 28105 Clem-
ens Road in Westlake.

This year’s event has an indoor street 
festival theme, complete with globe string 
lights, lanterns and street signs. Popular 
local band, The Feedbacks, will entertain 
the crowd with live music from the ‘60s 

to today.
While food is at the core of what Vil-

lage Project provides to its clients, NOUR-
ISH guests will not only enjoy tasty eats, 
but also get to explore the multi-genera-

tional, community-focused mission 
of Village Project in a fun, unforget-
table atmosphere. You will be taken 
on a culinary journey throughout the 
evening, traveling to different food sta-
tions which illustrate the many ways 
Village Project serves both its clients 
and the community.

The festive evening also offers 
the opportunity to participate in a 
Chinese raffle and to bid on extraor-
dinary silent auction items, including 
two orchestra level tickets to a con-
cert and dinner at Severance Hall, 
two Cavs tickets, and a grilling tech-
niques class for up to eight people 
that includes specialty steaks, sea-
food or chicken, side dishes, paired 
wines and craft beers.

In addition, there is a Grand Prize 
raffle for $3,000 towards a dream vaca-

tion of the winner’s choice. Tickets for 
the Grand Prize raffle are sold sepa-
rately and can be purchased even if 
you are not attending NOURISH at a 
cost of $20 each or three for $50.

NOURISH is an adults-only 
event. Tickets are $100 per person 
and must be bought in advance by 
Feb. 17. They will not be sold at the 
door. Purchase tickets online at our-
villageproject.com/nourish. To order 
NOURISH tickets over the phone 
or find out how to purchase Grand 
Prize raffle tickets, please call 440-
348-9401.
LIGHT A LANTERN
At NOURISH, lanterns will be hung 

to honor those who have been affected 
by cancer. Whether it is to honor some-
one who is fighting cancer, in memory 
of someone who lost their battle or to 
simply give gratitude to a caregiver, family 
member or friend who made a difference 
in the life of someone who had cancer, 
light a lantern by telling us your story 
about how cancer has touched your life 
or that of a loved one. The lanterns, which 
are free of charge, will be displayed during 
the event, and all names will be honored 
in the benefit program.

VP Program Manager Janis Reinke 
invites the community to “help us make 
a statement of just how many of us are 
touched by cancer.” To light a lantern in 
tribute to someone, please call 440-348-
9401, email info@ourvillageproject.com, 
or share on social media, including Face-
book, Twitter and Instagram.

Nourish your body, mind and spirit 
this winter with a fun evening out as you 
help to support and sustain this vital local 
organization. 

WITH GENERAC AUTOMATIC STANDBY GENERATORS

GeneratorPros
a Division of Shepp Electric / Sales, Parts and Service

NO POWER = NO HEAT, NO SAFETY

YOU CAN CONTROL WHEN YOUR
POWER COMES ON!

“Area’s
Leading” GENERAC “ELITE POWER PRO” Warranty Dealer & Installer!

“Over 1,400 Systems Installed!”

UNITS IN STOCK NOW! 
INSTALLATION IN ONE DAY!!

 www.GeneratorPros.com

GeneratorPros.com
a Division of Shepp Electric / Sales, Parts and Service

877-423-9010

Area’s Leading and Only

Family Owned & Operated Dealer

America’s #1 Selling Generator

HOME or BUSINESS 
Standby Generator Systems
for AUTOMATIC BACKUP 

POWER PROTECTION
24 hours a day / 7 days a week
PERMANENTLY INSTALLED 

on Natural Gas or Propane

“OVER 3,500 Systems Installed!”

30 years Experience
               “Do what I did 

               and call 
Generac’s ONLY Family 
owned and operated 
Dealer for 30 Years”

                  Don Webster

by JENNIFER CIRINCIONE

Have you ever had a device that has run out of 
battery power? You no longer have to worry 
about that happening at Westlake Porter Public 

Library! Friends of WPPL has generously funded the 
purchase of three charging stations throughout the 
library. These were recently installed in the Youth Ser-
vices, Reference and Circulation areas. The Circulation 
area charging station is also a locker. Multiple cords are 
available to fit most devices. Charge on!

Ever leave your book at school and have homework 
due? Now there is no excuse! New at the library is a set 
of current Big Ideas Math textbooks that are being used 

in the schools. These are for library use only, and are 
available on the shelf in Youth Services. Thank you to 
Kathi Maxwell, Director of Academic Services at West-

lake City Schools, for securing this generous donation 
from the publisher to support students utilizing their 
Big Ideas Math textbooks at school and at home. 

New items at Westlake 
Porter Public Library
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Westlake Schools math textbooks are now 
available for students to use.

Three mobile device charging stations have been 
installed throughout the library.

Village Project 
benefit to be 
held on Feb. 25
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by KIM BONVISSUTO

Six Westlake High 
School students 
were named win-

ners in the Cleveland 
Clinic eXpressions 
program.

Cleveland Clinic 
eXpressions is an edu-
cational initiative that 
engages high school 
students in the explo-
ration of science and 
medicine through 
creative expression. 
Students translate research 
studies conducted by Cleve-
land Clinic high school 
interns by producing artistic, 
literary and mathematical 
interpretations of the sci-
ence.

In the art category, 
Katherine Mazzella won 
a Red Ribbon, while Kira 
Mudryk and Bridget Quinn 
won White Ribbons.

In the language cate-

gory, Rachael Kaiser earned 
a Red Ribbon, and Norah 
Wilson and Hyun Park won 
honorable mentions for their 
short stories and poems.

The Westlake students 
competed against about 
1,500 art, language and math 
projects from 51 schools. 
Red ribbon winners receive 
$75, white ribbon winners 
$50 and honorable men-
tions $25. Each teacher of an 

award-winning student also 
receives a $100 educational 
grant. WHS teachers who 
supported their students 
in this effort include Kelly 
Atkinson, Julie Davidson and 
Amy Klenz.

All six students will have 
their work displayed as part 
of the annual eXpressions 
eXhibition, Feb. 9-March 
17, at the Global Center for 
Health Innovation. 

WHS students win art, writing awards 
in Cleveland Clinic program

Katherine Mazzella won a Red Ribbon for her entry in the 
Cleveland Clinic eXpressions program.

by KAREN DERBY

Top awards in visual arts and 
writing, 41 in all, went to Bay 
High School and Bay Middle 

School students in the 2017 Region-
al Scholastic Art & Writing Awards 
competition for Cuyahoga County 
taking place at the Cleveland Insti-
tute of Art.

Nine Gold Key awards in visual 
arts, 10 Silver Key awards in visual 
arts and three Silver Key awards in 
writing, and 13 Honorable Mention 
awards in visual arts along with six 
Honorable Mention awards in writ-
ing, were amassed by Bay Village 
Schools students for their work 
from the 2015-16 academic year.

Winning Gold Key Awards in 
visual arts are Bay High seniors 
Alexandra Hoffman (ceramics and 
glass, “Cubed”) and Mia Russell 
(painting, “Identity”); juniors Abby 
Coe (painting, self portrait), Dani-
elle Cooke (painting, self portrait), 
Maria DiLallo (painting, “Javari”), 
Allie Maust (painting, “Monochro-
matic Appliances”), and Christine 
O’Hare (photography, “Abandoned 
Ohio”); sophomore Olivia Reed 
(painting, “Oscar”); and eighth-
grader Kayla Poling (printmaking, 
“Other Side of the Road”). Gold Key 
art moves on to New York City for 
judging at the national level.

Silver Key Award winners 
for visual art are Bay High senior 
Maddie Schwartz (sculpture, 
“Nevermore”); juniors Abby Coe 
(painting, “Sunflowers”), Allie 
Maust (paintings “Lake Erie” and 
“Lily”), Christine O’Hare (paint-
ings, “Oregon Coast” and “Into the 
Light,” and photography, “Aban-
doned Cleveland”), Emma Ward 
(painting, “Still”); sophomore 
Makialani Kanewa (ceramics and 
glass, “Tea At The Pond”) and a 
jointly-produced work by seniors 
Reilly Gorby and Salem Stacey 
along with junior Emma Legeay 
(film & animation, “Colors”). Silver 
Key Awards for writing went to Bay 

High junior Carlen Goebel (short 
story, “Until,” and poem, “Pieces”) 
and sophomore Maggie Allan 
(short story, “Rictus”).

Honorable Mention awards for 
visual art go to Bay High seniors 
Rhys Miller (ceramics and glass, 
“Wire Mask”), Zoe Miller (photog-
raphy, “Tarot Cards”), Lila Robin-
son (ceramics and glass, “Depptych 
and Two-Faced Gemini”), Mia Rus-
sell (painting, “Lion Pride”), and 
Maddie Schwartz (sculpture, “Tech-
nology Take Over”); juniors Abby 
Coe (painting, “Arches”), Danielle 
Cooke (painting, “Majesty”), Allie 
Maust (painting, “Track”), Chris-
tine O’Hare (photography, “Aban-
doned Inn”), Brynna Sooy (paint-
ing, “Troubled”); sophomore Kolby 
Johnston (ceramics and glass, “Up 
With High Heels”); and freshman 
Elisa Renerts (painting, “Mikus”). 
Honorable Mention awards for 
writing went to Bay High senior 
Lacey Medlyn (flash fiction, “Dan-
delion Refugees”); juniors Chloe 
Roberts (poetry, “Infatuation”) and 
Sarah Southerington (flash fiction, 
“Field of Memories”); sophomores 
Lauren Jensen (short story, “To 
Fly”), Ann Marie McAvinue (short 
story, “She’s My Girlfriend”) and 
Maximillian Schell (critical essay, 
“Stand With Standing Rock: How 
The First Amendment Has Been 
Violated In The Name Of Oil”).

Bay High art instructors Cherie 
Bauer and Thomas Schemrich, 
Bay Middle School art instructor 
Gloria Wilder, and Bay High Eng-
lish instructors Erin Beirne, Colleen 
Lanning, Phillip Slanina and Kris-
ten Srsen are instructors of record 
with the winning submissions.

The awards demonstrate the 
highest levels of achievement in 
originality, personal voice, and 
technical skills. Winners and the 
regional level were selected from 
more than 3,000 art and writing 
submissions from students in 
grades 7-12 throughout Cuyahoga 
County. 

Gold Key winners from Bay High (left-to-right): Bay High 
seniors Alexandra Hoffman and Mia Russell; juniors Abby Coe, 
Danielle Cooke, Maria DiLallo, Allie Maust, and Christine O’Hare; 
sophomore Olivia Reed; from Bay Middle School (inset), eighth-
grader Kayla Poling. Gold Key art moves on to New York City for 
judging at the national level.

Bay students win dozens of 
awards in Regional Scholastic 
Art & Writing competition

8 Birchwood students from Westlake 
receive Scholastic writing awards
by CYNTHIA 
MCNAUGHTON

Eight Westlake resi-
dents were among 
the 17 Birchwood 

School of Hawken students 
who received writing awards 
in the Scholastic Art & Writ-
ing competition. Nadia 
Ibrahim received a Gold 
Key award, qualifying her 
to compete at the national 
level. Sam Hessler and Isa-
bella Issa received Silver Key 
awards. Paul Abou Haidar, 
Naya Alsouss, Shruthi Ravi-
chandran, Hadi Tajour and 
Alexander Massier were 
awarded honorable men-
tion for their entries.

The students submitted 

narrative pieces in catego-
ries like memoir/personal 
essay, short story, science 
fiction, fantasy, or flash 
fiction (shorter than 1,400 
words). The winning entries 
were chosen by the panel-
ists for creativity, technical 
skill and emerging voice.

Students whose work 
was recognized were 
invited to attend the award 
ceremony and reception 
on Jan. 14 at The Cleve-
land Institute of Art. They 
received certificates, pins 
and special awards. Gold 
Key winner, Nadia Ibra-
him, also received the Short 
Story and the American 
Voices Nominee awards.

Language arts teacher 

Lorraine Tzeng has helped 
more than 10 students earn 
national recognition and 
45 students attain regional 
awards during her time at 
Birchwood. When speaking 
about the success and dedi-
cation of her students she 
replied, “It is a long jour-
ney from the first draft to 
the final copy. Students put 
a lot of effort into revising 
and reworking their stories 
with gratifying results.”

In March the National 
Award winners and Spon-
sored Award winners will 
be announced. The Gold 
Medal Finalists will be hon-
ored at Carnegie Hall with 
their family members and 
educators in June. 

Westlake Regional Scholastic winners, pictured with teacher Lorraine Tzeng, back 
row: Sam Hessler, Isabella Issa, Shruthi Ravichandran and Paul Abou Haidar; front 
row: Nadia Ibrahim, Naya Alsouss and Hadi Tajour. Not Pictured: Alexander Massier.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y
 K

A
R

EN
 D

ER
BY

PH
O

TO
 B

Y
 C

Y
N

TH
IA

 M
C

N
A

U
G

H
TO

N



Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

                                                                                                                    WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER •  7 FEBRUARY 2017 13

Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C) offers an affordable 
choice for higher education. In fact, you can save thousands 
by earning an associate degree at Tri-C before transferring 
to a four-year university to complete your bachelor’s.

tri-c.edu/westshore
216-987-3885

Classes begin Jan. 30 and March 20 

17-0068

Tri-C®

is in
Westlake!

Westshore Campus - 31001 Clemens Road Westlake, OH 44145 
Tri-C Westshore at Corporate College West - 25425 Center Ridge Road Westlake, OH 44145 

by MORGAN PASKERT

The Women’s Board invites you 
and your family to celebrate 
Presidents Day, Feb. 20, at Lake 

Erie Nature & Science Center. The 
Center will have a special selection 
of star shows and animal encounters 
to engage the whole family. Spend 
the day meeting the Center’s resi-
dent animals at Critter Encounters 
and traveling to space in their wide 
variety of planetarium shows. Don’t 
forget to browse the indoor and out-
door exhibits!

Members of the Women’s Board 
will be greeting visitors and selling hot 
chocolate, coffee and cookies. All pro-
ceeds will help fund the Center’s educa-

tion programs, wildlife rehabilitation 
services and animal care. 

Presidents Day Schedule:
• 10:30 a.m. – Critter Encounters
• 11 a.m. – Full Dome Show; Critter 

Encounters
• 11:30 a.m. – Twinkle Tots; Critter 

Encounters
• Noon – Stellar Stars
• 12:30 p.m. – Critter Encounters
• 1 p.m. – Family Adventures in Space; 

Critter Encounters
• 1:30 p.m. – Sky Tonight, Critter 

Encounters
• 2:30 p.m. – Full Dome Show

Programs are $2 to $5 per person. 
Exhibits are free. Hope to see you there!

For questions about programs, 
please call 440-871-2900. 

Celebrate Presidents Day at Lake 
Erie Nature & Science Center

PLEASE PROOFREAD. Requires client approval ©2017 WBVO

Private Piano Instruction
Joseph Anthony
Masters Degree in Piano Performance
Hartt College of Music, University of Hartford

Providing the finest training 
leading to mastery of the instrument

20+ years in teaching and 
performance

Now accepting additional students
Beginners • Intermediate • Advanced
Children • Teens • Adults

(440) 915-3251

Crowds lined Hilliard Boulevard in Westlake on the morning of Jan. 28 to pay their respects to Cleveland 
police officer David Fahey as his funeral procession passed by on its way to church services in Cleveland. 
Fahey was killed Jan. 24 in a hit-and-run crash on I-90 while setting road flares for an earlier crash. Signs 
created by Hilliard Elementary School students honoring Fahey lined the street in front of the school.

Westlake honors fallen police officer

by CYNTHIA EAKIN

“Amelia Earhart – A One Woman Show,” 
presented by Carol Starre-Kimecik, 
will highlight the Bay Village Histori-

cal Society potluck gathering on Thursday, Feb. 
16, at the Bay Village Community House.

When Earhart disappeared in 1937 during 
her attempt to fly around the world, she was 
already known as America’s most famous female 
aviator. Her sense of daring and determination, 
rare for women of her time, brought her fame 
from the day she became the first woman to 
cross the Atlantic in an airplane. She was an 
uncommonly courageous woman who met a 
brilliant man who helped her dreams take wing.

Admission to the potluck and program 
are free of charge. Attendees with a last name 
beginning with A to L are asked to bring an 
appetizer or dessert for 10 to share. Guests with 
last names beginning with M to Z are asked to 
bring a side dish for 10. The historical society 
will provide the main dish of pork medallions 
with reduction sauce. Social hour begins at 6 
p.m., followed by dinner at 6:30 p.m. and pro-
gram at 7 p.m. Those who plan to attend can 
RSVP to Steve Ruscher at steveruscher884@
gmail.com or at 216-346-5645. 

Amelia Earhart 
presenter highlights 
potluck gathering
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Officer Anna Cavender salutes as the funeral procession passes 
the Westlake police station.
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Westlake Animal Hospital offers a 
wide variety of veterinary services 
including minimally invasive surgeries. 
We are accepting new clients. 

We are American Animal Hospital Association 
(AAHA) accredited and offer an open door policy 
(you have the option to be present for all procedures). 
Westlake Animal Hospital offers evening and 
Saturday appointments for your convenience. 

27370 Center Ridge Road  • 440-835-3800 • website: westlakeah.com • email: WestlakeAH@aol.com 

Westlake animal Hospital

by FRED GREEN

The Bay Village VFW Christmas 
Social was held at the Bay 
Lodge on Dec 13. The event 

was aided by more than 25 volun-
teers from the Bay High School Key 
Club. In January, VFW Christmas 
Social Chair Debbie Green present-
ed a $75 donation from VFW Post 
9693 to acknowledge the excep-
tional assistance provided by the 
Key Club at the event. The check was presented 
to Mrs. Anita Bauknecht, Key Club advisor.

There were many challenges addressed by 
the Key Club that evening. With an unknown 
schedule conflict with the adjacent church, 
parking was scarce and potentially dangerous 
for many of the VFW members and guests. The 
Key Club volunteers assisted members from 
their cars to the building, they served food and 

assisted the elderly with their plates, they pro-
vided coffee and drinks, and they helped clean 
and re-store the furniture and load the materials.

All of the students were professional and 
respectful and represented their school, family, 
and themselves with pride. We could not have 
done this without their help. You can say they 
were KEY to a successful Christmas Party for 
our veterans. 

Debbie Green, far left, presented a check to the Bay 
High School Key Club in appreciation for the group’s 
help at the VFW Christmas Social.
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VFW thanks 
Key Club with 
donation

by JODEE HUNGER

Join us Friday, March 10, at 6:30 
p.m. at Bay Presbyterian Church 
for a joy-filled musical experience 

featuring animated videos, energetic 
vocals, and exuberant piano, guitar 
and mandolin instrumentals! 

Randall Goodgame (former “Silly 
Song” writer for “VeggieTales”) is a 
former worship pastor and the driving 
force behind Slugs & Bugs. Randall has 
brought the Slugs & Bugs Live concert to 
39 states and 10 countries.  Slugs & Bugs 
videos have surpassed 4.7 million views 
on YouTube, and most importantly, 
countless families have been encouraged toward a deeper walk with 
Jesus while having a great time together. 

The concert is geared toward elementary school age children and 
their parents. Age-appropriate gospel encouragements are woven 
throughout the concert, and Randall’s hope is for families to leave with 
a deeper understanding of Jesus’ love for them. 

With multiple GMA Dove Award nominations for Children’s 
Album of the Year, Slugs & Bugs music rollicks from bluegrass to Dixie-
land to folk-pop to arena rock with songs you’ll be glad you remember 
long after the concert is over. The event is free, simply RSVP at: www.
baypres.org/events. 

Randall Goodgame 
brings his Slugs & 
Bugs Live concert 
to Bay Presbyterian 
Church on March 10.

Slugs & Bugs family 
concert coming to 
Bay Village

BY GREG SCHWERT

Parents Without Partners 
will host a “Shot Thru The 
Heart ... or Somewhere 

Else” Valentine’s Dance & Fun-
draiser on Saturday, Feb. 11, at 
the Lakewood Elks Lodge, 24350 
Center Ridge Road in Westlake. 
This event is open to those that 
already have a Valentine, those in 
search of a Valentine, those that 
like to dance and anyone else that 
enjoys supporting a good cause 
while having fun!

As the title suggests, Bon 
Jovi songs will be featured at this 
dance, in addition to the regular 
variety of dance music that will 
cover the 1960s to present day to 
include: classic rock, R&B, line 
dances, disco, slow dances and 
some country music. This hall 
has a large hardwood dance floor 
and will be tastefully decorated 
for the event. It will be a fun and 
safe atmosphere to enjoy yourself 
and your companions, and offer 
the opportunity to make some 
new friends.

The evening will start with 

a free line dance lesson from 7-8 
p.m. The dance will immediately 
follow from 8 p.m. until 11:30 
p.m. The cost is $8 per person 
at the door and will include: DJ, 
line dance lesson, table munch-
ies, large dance floor, cash bar, a 
50/50 raffle, festive party atmo-
sphere and fundraising fun!

These dances are like a box 
of chocolates – you never know 
who will be there! So, come out, 
dance and be a part of an event 
that is sure to be great time and 
one that you remember fondly 
for a long time! For more infor-
mation, or to forward musical 
requests, contact Greg at joker-
bay@aol.com or 440-665-6166.

This event is sponsored by 
Parents Without Partners Chapter 
1395. Parents Without Partners 
is the largest international, non-
profit membership organization 
devoted to the welfare and inter-
ests of single parents and their 
children. Membership is open to 
any single parent, male or female, 
custodial or noncustodial, sepa-
rated, divorced, widowed or 
never married. 

Valentine’s dance to raise 
funds for parenting group

The Kiwanis Club of Bay Village has made a 
$1,125 donation to Bay Village Schools, through the 
Kiwanis Foundation. The funds will provide $800 for 
microphone system for teacher Kate Holinek’s class-
room and an additional $325 for Eileen Meehan’s 
science students, to provide for a hands-on science 
project, a classroom aquarium, illuminated orbit-
er, and root viewer. School Superintendent Clint 
Keener, left, accepts the check from Bay Kiwanis 
President Allen Waddle. 

Kiwanis donate to 
Bay Schools

PHOTO BY TOM JOHNSON

by FRED GREEN

The latest partnership between the Bay Vil-
lage VFW Post and the Bay Village Police 
Department demonstrates the joint com-

munity support between the two organizations.
The VFW Post 9693 was established July 

15, 1985 and for the most of this time, meet-
ings were held at various spots around town 
and in other communities. Shortly after the 
completion of the current police station, the 
VFW was able to move our monthly meetings 
to the community room. This was an excellent 
facility already, but the VFW worked closely 
with the City Council and BVPD to donate 
$2,000 for a multi-media center. A podium 
was constructed by the city to meet multiple 

needs, including requested requirements 
for the VFW use. The BVPD has continued to 
meticulously maintain 10 WWII vintage M-1 
Garand rifles assigned to the VFW and ensure 
they are securely stored.

The Bay Village Post Charter represents 
the establishment of Post 9693 as approved by 
the Department of Ohio VFW. The Charter has 
moved from closets to garages to attics for many 
years. The Post has never been able to mount 
the charter as required by VFW protocol due to 
a lack of a permanent facility.

Bay Village Police Chief Mark Spaetzel has 
generously agreed to allow the installation of 
the Charter in the community room to ensure 
that we are meeting VFW protocol. In return 
for this generous offer, VFW Post 9693 donated 
a new American flag to the station. The flag has 
a similar story as the charter, it was without a 
home after it was donated by a deceased vet-
eran’s family. The family found five flags in a 
box stored somewhere. The flag will now fulfill 
the mission of all American flags, to be proudly 
displayed, in this case by the Bay Village Police 
Department. 

VFW charter 
finds home in Bay 
police station
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by DIANA PI, M.D.

No parent in their right mind will 
admit they have a favorite child.

But kids know. The boy 
says I favor his sister because the second 
something breaks, somebody cries or the 
dog barks, I always holler his name first. 
He gets punished more severely because 
he’s older, he’s bigger … he was there.

The girl says I favor her brother 
because – everybody knows Chinese 
favor their sons.

“You’re different,” I say. “I love you 
equally.”

But for what I do in primary care, I 
admit that I have my favorites, absolutely. 
Among the screening tests, an 80-year-
old test for cervical cancer, developed by 
a Greek immigrant Dr. Georgios Papan-
ikolaou, better known as the “Pap smear,” 
is it.

You see, unlike hard scientific dis-
ciplines such as math, chemistry and 
physics, medicine is, well, messy because 
nature is messy. But when it comes to 
cervical cancer screening – we’ve got this.

First, we know the cause of cervical 
cancer: a virus (human papillomavirus, 
or HPV). Second, we have great tests – 
Pap, liquid cytology, HPV – safe and rela-
tively inexpensive. Third, after the initial 
infection, it takes 10 to 20 years before 
cancer develops. We have time and the 
tools to cure it.

Pap test is the poster child of all 
cancer screenings. Moreover, recent 
guidelines advocate a longer screening 
interval between testing, which further 
helps women, especially young women. 

Over half of all adolescents will be 
infected with HPV within three years 
of their first sexual contact. We have a 

saying: HPV infection is the rule not the 
exception. Fortunately, most infections 
are low risk, and 90 percent clear within 
months to two years.

If we screen too aggressively, we’ll 
end up with lots of abnormal tests that 
may resolve given time. But the treat-
ments can potentially compromise the 
integrity of the cervix and have been 
associated with complications such as 
preterm delivery, devastating women 
who haven’t had children.

Now we recommend the first screen-
ing at age 21. Not younger.

Between 21 to 29, we test every three 
years. Between 30 to 65, we test every 
five years. In women who’ve been tested 
regularly and have had normal results, we 
stop after age 65.

I tell my patients to remember to do 
it when they turn 30, 35 … or to use their 
youngest child’s age as a reminder – when 
Sparkplug turns 5, 10, etc.

A common question: How about 
detecting cancers of the ovaries and 
uterus? Doesn’t the test kind of keep track 
of them? No, it doesn’t. Cervical cancer 
screenings only detect abnormality in a 
narrow transition zone at the opening of 
the uterus, woefully inadequate for any 
other purpose.

I lost my eldest aunt to cervical 
cancer. According to 2009-2013 National 
Cancer Institute stats, women over 65 
accounted for one-third of all cervical 
cancer deaths. Most had never been 
properly screened. 

After my aunt’s death, my mother 
sighed, “Out of eight girls and one boy, 
she was our mother’s favorite.”

I was about to say, “I thought Chi-
nese favor their sons.” But I held my 
tongue. 

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

My favorite cancer test
Bay Village civic groups 
planning winter & spring fun
by MARY KAY WILSON

The Bay Village Community Council 
met on Jan. 25 to review nomina-
tions for Bay Village citizen and 

project of the year. The selection com-
mittee chose Evelyn Allen and the Play in 
Bay renovation project as the honorees for 
2017. Representatives from the city’s civic 
groups shared news and notes about their 
upcoming activities. Here are some of the 
highlights. 
Bay Days Fireworks Committee will meet 
on Wednesday, Feb. 15, 6 p.m., at the Bay 
Village Library. The group of volunteers will 
discuss fundraising ideas to help keep Bay 
Village booming on the Fourth of July. Half 
of the cost of the annual fireworks show is 
covered by funds raised by the commit-
tee. New members and ideas are always 
welcome. 
Bay Village Community Theater will 
present “Almost, Maine,” at the St. Barn-
abas Fellowship Hall on March 3, 4, 10 & 
11 at 8 p.m. and March 12 at 3 p.m. Tickets 
prices are: $12 Adult, $10 Senior (60+), $10 
Student (High School) and can be pur-
chased at their website www.baytheater.
org or by phone at 440-847-8494. They 
will also present local playwright Gregory 
Lavelle’s “Flanagan’s Wedding” on March 
18 at 2 p.m. at O’Neill Healthcare Bay 
Village and March 19 at 6 p.m. at Mojo’s. 
These two performances are free.     
The Bay Village Foundation’s annual 
fund drive is underway. Letters were sent 
to all Bay residents in December and they 
encourage everyone to spread the word 
to any who have not yet responded. The 
money raised is used to support financial 
requests from Bay Village civic & non-
profit organizations. Now is the time for 
all organizations serving the Bay com-
munity to apply for that funding. An 
application is available at thebayvillage-
foundation.org. All requests need to be 
submitted by Feb. 28.
Bay Village Historical Society invites the 
community to the Bay Village Historical 
Society potluck gathering on Feb. 16 at the 
Bay Village Community House. See details 
on page 13 of this issue. The 48th annual 
“Cahoon in June” fine crafts, collectibles and 
antiques event is June 17, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
in Cahoon Memorial Park. Interested com-
munity groups are invited to set up tables 
free of charge. Vendor applications are also 
being accepted. Contact Cynthia Eakin at 
216-213-0312 to reserve a space
Bay Village Kiwanis Club is proud to work 
with the students in Bay Village. They cur-
rently have very active clubs in the high 
school, middle school, Westerly School and 
St. Raphael School. The Kiwanis Club and 
the high school’s Key Club are planning 
their April pancake breakfast at the middle 
school.  
The Bay Village League of Women 
Voters will meet on March 11, 10 a.m., 
at the Bay Village Library. The guest 
speaker will be Mayor Paul Koomar. All 
interested residents are encouraged to 
attend. The chapter recently welcomed 
5 new members.
Bay Village Men’s Club will participate in 
the Memorial Day parade and are trying to 
get 100 people marching on our behalf in 
honor of the club’s 100th anniversary. 
The Bay Village Women’s Club and 

Foundation will meet at noon on Feb. 
9 at the Bay Village Library, where vet-
eran antiques dealer Karen Vagarasoto 
will describe what is selling and what 
is not and the trends in the business. 
This meeting also includes a free, light 
lunch and is open to the public. Their 
48th annual Antiques Show with a vin-
tage toy display will be held Feb. 25-26 
at Bay High School. There will be free 
appraisals of jewelry on Saturday, 1-3 
p.m., and of antiques on Sunday, 1-3 
p.m. Admission is a $5 donation. Their 
100th anniversary luncheon will be held 
April 8 at the Dwyer Center. For Bay Vil-
lage themed gifts, call Nancy at 440-334-
7539 or visit www.baywomensclub.org.
The Lake Erie Nature and Science 
Center has a jam-packed schedule of 
family-friendly events. Go to www.lensc.
org for more details. 
The Women’s Board of Lake Erie Nature 
and Science Center invites the public to 
spend Feb. 20, Presidents Day, with rabbits, 
owls, snakes and the rest of the animals. 
They’ll be selling coffee, hot chocolate and 
cookies to help fund the Center’s rescue 
operations, education programs and daily 
feeding. See details on page 13 of this issue.  
Martha Devotion Huntington Chapter, 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
announced that the deadline to apply for 
DAR National college scholarships is Feb. 10 
for online applications and Feb. 15 for post-
marked applications. All applicants must 
be U.S. citizens and must attend or plan to 
attend an accredited college or university 
in the United States. DAR chapter sponsor-
ship is not required. Go to www.dar.org for 
details. 
VFW Post 9693 announced that the two 
Bay High School “Voice of Democracy” 
essay contest winners, Sarah Brumagin 
and Carolyn Carter, were awarded mon-
etary prizes and will ride in a convertible 
in the Bay Village Memorial Day Parade. 
The post is busy planning their annual 
Poppy Sale fundraiser and working with 
the American Legion on the Memorial Day 
Parade. 
The Village Bike Coop will host a Bike 
Cleveland Winter Social on Feb. 24, 6-8:30 
p.m. It will feature a mac & cheese bake off, 
sledding, fat bikes and kids crafts. The Co-op 
holds volunteer training on Wednesday eve-
nings in the Community House. Go to www.
villagebicycle.org for open shop hours and 
additional activities. 
Village Project is expanding their services 
to Avon. They will hold their NOURISH 
fundraiser on Feb. 25, 6-10 p.m. at Hyland 
Building 3 in Westlake. Tickets are $100 per 
person or 12 for $1,000. There will be food, 
drinks, silent auction items and a vacation 
raffle. For tickets and sponsorship oppor-
tunities, go to www.ourvillageproject.com.  
The Bay Village Library was happy to part-
ner with Lake Erie Nature & Science Center’s 
education staff to help enhance the Critter 
Corner by donating books and a set of World 
Book Encyclopedias from their collection. 
The library has great programs going on. Stop 
in for a Program Guide or go to cuyahogali-
brary.org/Branches/Bay-Village.aspx. 

The next Bay Village Community 
Council meeting is Wednesday, March 22, 7 
p.m. in the conference room of City Hall. All 
Bay Village civic organizations are encour-
aged to send a representative.

by JIM DISPIRITO

It may be cold outside, but inside the 
Westlake Recreation Center we are all 
warm and toasty. Stop by and see what 

we have to offer. Better yet, sit back and 
relax, pour a nice cup of hot cocoa and 
check out these programs. We have even 
more fun for you in our full program avail-
able at www.cityofwestlake.org.
16th Annual Presidents Day Beach 
Party

Monday, Feb. 20, 12:30-3 p.m. What 
a great time to have a beach party! Enjoy 
music and games including the famous 
Big Kahuna Cannonball Classic. Please 
register by Feb. 17. Fee: free for members; 
$5/residents; $10 non-residents.
Ultimate After Hours Bash – 5th & 6th 
Graders

Friday, Feb. 24, 8:30-10:30 p.m. We 
close the doors and stay open late. Bash-
ers will be able to enjoy some pizza and 
play games in the gym. Swimming in the 
pool while listening to DJ Eazy spinning 
the tunes is also an option. This program 
is open to all 5th and 6th graders who 
live in or go to school in Westlake OR 
are members of the Westlake Recreation 
Center. Please register by Feb. 23. Fee: 
$10/members; $15/residents.
Silver Links Golf Lessons – Meado-

wood Golf Course (Over 60)
Tuesdays and Thursdays, Feb. 21 to 

March 9, 10-10:45 a.m. OR 11-11:45 a.m. 
This new and exciting class will focus on 
the basics of the game. This will include 
proper grip technique on all the clubs, 
putting lessons and a special emphasis 
for the short game around the green. This 
is a chance to keep active and not lose 
that great swing of yours. This class will 
meet twice a week for three weeks.
Spring Coed Flag Football League – 
Grades 1-2, 3-4, 5-6

Teams from Westlake, Bay Village, 
Fairview Park and North Olmsted will 
combine to increase the fun of this sport. 
Westlake teams will practice in Westlake 
but play their games at Bohlken Park 
in Fairview Park. Teams will practice 
on a weekday night and play games on 
Saturdays afternoons. Registration fee 
includes jersey. All game supplies pro-
vided by the Recreation Department. 
Deadline to register is March 10. Volun-
teer coaches are needed! First practice is 
the week of March 13. Fee: $40/residents; 
$50 non-residents.

More information regarding all of 
these programs and more can be found at 
our website at www.cityofwestlake.org, or by 
stopping by the Recreation Center at 28955 
Hilliard Blvd. or calling us at 440-808-5700. 

Baby, it’s cold outside
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

HOT DIGGITY DOG, INC.
Professional Pet Care Services

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Personal In-Home 
Pet Care
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other  
   special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
440-823-9159 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com
visit our blog Ohiopetexpert.com A proud member of the Bay Village community

Open Spiritual Community • Wedding Ceremonies 
Meditation • Prosperity Principles • Sustainability Practices

23855 Detroit Rd • Westlake • 440-835-0400  
www.UnitySpiritualCenter.com

Services Sundays at 9:00 am & 11:00 am

Unity Spiritual Center
For Your Spiritual Growth

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
Client approval required ©2017 WBVO

600+  BEERS
1200+ WINES 

(10% Disc On Case)

Free Home Deliveries 
(Over $200 in Wines & Beers)

Wine Tasting Every Friday 
5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Store Hours: 
Mon. to Sat.- 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.       

Sun. - 11 a.m. to 6p.m. 

Ross Wine & Liquor
27313 Wolf Road, Bay Village

440-892-4726

St. James Anglican Catholic Church

Please consult our website for additional information and services
www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

Sung Mass
Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Catholic Faith in the
Anglican Tradition

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. 
in Cleveland, Ohio

Wednesday, Feb. 8, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Cut the Cord
Are you paying too much for your cable TV, 
internet and phones? Are you threatening to 
“cut the cord,” but wonder what to do next? This 
month’s NEOPC meeting will feature a panel 
of our members who have devised their own 
solutions. Bring your ISP and/or carrier bills and 
let’s talk. Come for coffee and cookies at 6:30 p.m.; 
panel and discussion is 7- 8:30 p.m. Free and open 
to all; for more info, go to www.neopc.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Thursday, Feb. 9, noon
What Do We Do With Our Antiques Now?
Younger generations are not buying traditional 
antiques. Veteran antiques dealer Karen 
Vagarosoto of the Blue Barn in North Ridgeville 
will describe what is selling and what is not, 
the trends in the business (upcycle, repurpose, 
chalking, etc.) and the future for selling your 
antiques. This meeting also includes a free, light 
lunch as we honor the Bay Women's Club's past 
presidents over our 100-year history. Free and 
open to the public. 440-334-7539.
Bay Village Library, 502 Cahoon Rd.

Thursday, Feb. 9, 7:30 p.m.
SkyQuest: What’s Your Sign
How are horoscopes and constellations related? 
What exactly is the difference between astrology 
and astronomy? Join us as we explain the true 
meaning of the Zodiac and determine whether 
or not your sign is wrong. We’ll hear plenty of 
constellation stories and even explore a few deep 
sky wonders. Fee: $5/person.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village

Fridays, Feb. 10 and 17, 2-4 p.m.
Creative Connections
Arts sessions for individuals with memory loss 
and their care partners. Participate in visual art 
activities, music, storytelling, poetry, and dance. 
No cost. Pre-register at 440-414-0434, ext. 2.
26040 Detroit Rd., #3, Westlake

Sunday, Feb. 12, 11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.
Delicious Desserts Fundraiser
This fundraiser is family-friendly and 100% of 
all proceeds from the sale of these desserts – 
donated by some of the best dessert-makers 
in Bay Village – will help to defray costs for our 
Appalachian Service Project, an annual week-long 
interdenominational mission trip to help those 
in need. The auction-style is fun and exciting! For 
more information, call Heather Bingaman at 415-
827-5019 or Julie Ware at 440-669-0414.
Bay United Methodist Church, 29931 Lake Rd.

Monday, Feb. 13, 7-8:30 p.m.
“Music with Judy”: Love Songs 
Vocalist Judy Crawford will be singing familiar 
love songs just in time for Valentine's Day. She has 
over 16 years experience of performing at many 
libraries across Ohio.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Tuesday, Feb. 14, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Monthly Meeting of PERI Chapter 91
Guest speaker will be Sue Rowe, assistant to U.S. 
Rep Marcy Kaptur. Ms. Rowe will address issues 
regarding Social Security, Medicare, and any 
current information on changes to the Affordable 
Care Act. Public sector retirees are welcome to 
attend. Light refreshments provided by members.
Fairview Park Branch Library, 21255 Lorain Rd.

Tuesdays, Feb. 14 and 21, 3-5 p.m.
Forget-Me-Not Cafe
Free arts enrichment and socialization cafe to 
engage individuals affected by dementia along 
with their care partner (spouse, child, caregiver). 
Each session will include either music, dance, 
poetry, song or TimeSlips storytelling. Preregister 
by calling 440-414-0434.
26040 Detroit Rd., #3, Westlake

Tuesday, Feb. 14, 7 p.m.
Westside Democrats Meeting
Billy Sharp, executive director of The Straightway 
Project, will read excerpts from his book. If you 
wish, bring a snack to share. Beverages will be 
provided. Contact Jeanne at 440-892-3430.
Western Cuyahoga Lodge Hall, 26145 Center Ridge 
Rd., Westlake

Wednesday, Feb. 15, 7-8 p.m.
Exploring Hispanic Cultures and Traditions
Join Alia Almashni on discovering what makes 
each country unique. During the presentation, 
your mind will travel to different Hispanic 
countries and you will become familiar with 
traditions in a wonderful blend of dance, music, 
language and culinary traditions. Free and open 
to the public, no reservations required.
Tri-C Westshore, 31001 Clemens Rd., Westlake

Thursday, Feb. 16, noon
Effective Communication Strategies for 
Alzheimer’s Disease
Join us for a community education about 
Alzheimer’s Disease. Open to the public; a light 
lunch will be served. To register, please contact 
Cynthia Davenport at 1-800-272-3900 by Feb.13.
O'Neill Healthcare Bay Village, 605 Bradley Rd.

Thursday, Feb. 16, 7-8 p.m.
Westlake Toastmasters Meeting
Learn how to overcome your fears of speaking, 
develop better speaking and presentation skills, 
think quickly and clearly on your feet, build strong 
leadership and mentoring skills, and open doors in 
your personal and professional life. (Meets 1st and 
3rd Thursdays.) Contact: Mary Anne, 216-374-3205.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake

Sunday, Feb. 19, 9 a.m.
Birding with Western Cuyahoga Audubon 
Society
Grab your binoculars and join us for a bird hike 
through the woods and fields of Huntington 
Reservation. Seasoned birder and wildlife staff 
member Tim Jasinski will be our guide. Hear 
about the Great Backyard Bird Count and take 
home information on how to participate from 
your own backyard. For adults. Free.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village

Monday, Feb. 20, 10-11 a.m. and 2-3 p.m.
Tri-C Campus Visit Day
Designed to assist prospective students who have 
not yet made their college decision navigate the 
application and enrollment process. 
Tri-C Westshore, 31001 Clemens Rd., Westlake

Tuesday, Feb. 21, 7 p.m.
Westlake Democratic Club
ACLU Ohio will present the topic "Resisting the 
Trump Agenda." If you wish, bring a snack to 
share. Beverages will be provided. Contact Jeanne 
at 440-892-3430.
Western Cuyahoga Lodge Hall, 26145 Center Ridge 
Rd., Westlake

by RACHEL JEWELL

The Fair Trade Federation outlines 
nine principles of fair trade that 
promote more equality and equity 

in the trade of goods. Fair trade is about 
creating opportunities and relationships 
with trading partners, building trust and 
business, ensuring worker rights and 
children’s rights, as well as respecting 
culture and the earth. Fair trade connects 
products with a marketplace.

Fair trade is not charity; it is not a 
handout. Fair trade is an opportunity for 

marginalized people to earn a sustain-
able income and improve their life and 
the life in their community. Research 
shows that 90 percent of a woman’s 
income in an emerging market is rein-
vested in her family. This means a family 
can send children to school instead of 
to work, they can buy solar light bulbs 
and keep water sources clean. When 
women are making a fair income, there 
is a decrease in child labor and human 
trafficking.

The chocolate industry has histori-
cally been one of the largest offenders in 

unfair labor practices. There 
are widespread reports of 
child slave labor in the har-
vesting of the cacao beans 
with the worst offenders 
being in Western Africa. 
The purchase of fair trade 
chocolate guarantees slave-
free harvesting and produc-
tion. So be sure to look for 
the fair trade logo at your 
local grocery.

If you want to know 
more about fair trade and/
or chocolate, join a group 
of like-minded people at the Bromfield 
Cafe in the Westlake Porter Public Library 

on Saturday, Feb. 11, at 9:30 a.m. For 
more information, email racheljewell.
threads@gmail.com. 

The trouble with chocolate
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Guatemalan cacao beans after harvest and 
cleaning.


